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Right Hoggabll 


\Tnomas LordCovenrtry 


Baron of Ailesboroneh, 


Lord Krepcr of che Grea! Se :lc 
of ENGLAND. 


and 


I] Lord: He may. 
l truely be /aid. 
151 4 appy man ; 
omnes 
bene volunr: 
But more true- 


Cu omnes bene velle| 


\Jebent : and in both thef- Rieghtr, | 


—— 
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' The Fpiſtle | | 


1 may juſtly pronounce your Lord- 


ſb ID, bappy : yet there tt 4 better 


|'Title, for aſſerting Happineſſe a 
30u, than both theſe : TT hat your 


= 


Delight # in the Law of the Lord, 
and in hu Law will exerciſe your | 
ſelfe, both Day and Night: For 
now, it i not the |Vorld,; it « noc| 
F, it u David bimſelfe, that pro- 
nounceth you bappy : and give me 
leave, my Lord, to [bew you the 
Pithure of a happy man, drawne 
bere by David; and let all ibe 
World judge, if it reſemble not you :| 
and that ſo neere, that not any in 
our Age; ana F may ſay, nor yet 
in man3 Ages, bath beene more like 
\is, eAnd baving ſbewed you this ;| 
| my part remaines, onely to Pray , 
that you wa? long enjay this happi- 


neſſe | 
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| witbey : 
'when In memor1a xterna erit 


—Dedicatory. | 
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| neſſe as a fruite of your vertue bere: 


and come at laſt, to bee like the Tree 
it ſelfe ; which will yeeld you a fra! 
of happineſſe, that ſhall never fade.' 

nor ſo much as the leafes of it , ever 
for how ſhould they wither, 


Luftns ? T bus he prazeth that ti; 
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Your Lord{hips humble 


and devored {crvant, 


Ricnuard BaxeEes. 
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WES WT ST may be thought, bur an idle 


k bei 


p! ſpeculation co obſerve, that the | 


BA fk firſt word of this Palme, i inthe 
(! 7" 

21g Hebrew, begins with Aleph, the | 

AA. firſt letter of the Alphaber: and | 

_ the Jaſt word of it degins with 

Tas; the laſt letter of the Alphabet; as though 

this Palme ſhould containe whatſocver may 


be expreſſed by all che letters of the Alphaber.| 
And it may bee licrle berrer to obſerve ; that 


» 


— 


toour firſt parents : for the firſt word of it, is 
Bleed; and the laſt words, is periſhing : and ſuch 
was their condition; they began i in blefſedneſſe, 
but they ended in periſhing - They began in 
bleſſedneſſe, being placed in Paradiſe, where | 
they had the Tree of Life ; but they ended in : 


| 
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periſhing, being caſtour of Paradiſe, where | 

they dicdthe death, But although che Propher 

perhaps had none of theſe conceits; yer he had | 
B great | 
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re eee eee ene. - | Wl — —_ 
Meditations and Diſquiſuons 

reaſon .for ſo piacing his words: for bleſ- 
Sdnefſ-isthe marke, we all aime at : jfthatbe | 
once named, rhere _ no _ - ga ro 
make us attentive; moſt properly therefore jc is 
placed the firſtword; ſeeing the firft words are 
the proper place topelwade atrention, And as | 
fiely is periſhing, placed the laſt words;thatifche 
hope of bleſſednes,cannot allure ns togodlines ; 


yet the feare of periſhing , may keepe us from 
' | wickednefſe : ſeeing nothing ſo much deterres 
from evill doing, asthe feare of evill ſuffering ; 
and opares ml placed 0p : $i 
may laſt the longer in our memories, ſeeing 
ell weeds ever, are beſt remembred. | 
Bat to leave theſe generall aimes;and cocome 
ro particulars and cerrainties: we may perceive, 
that = —_ ary > 0 pg 
| into theſe ewo oppoſit tions : agodl 
man is bleſſed'::/a wicked man is fie! 


which ſeemeto ſtand, as twochaflenges, made 


by the Propher : One, that hee wilt maintaine 
a man, againſt all commers, to bee the 
onely Zeſes, for winning the golden Fleece of 
ble : Theother, that hee will make it 
good, uponthe heads of all the wicked; that 
any! dev they make a ſhew in the world, of 
beiog happy; yer they of all men are moſt mj- 
Frable. Bur Jeſt rhere ſhould grow liigiouſ- 
nefſe about the words; he will have itagreed 
upon firſt, whata godly man is ; and what it js. 
| moſt qualifie this happy Teſow. It ſeemes, the 
Propher had heard, of an old deſcription of a 


I om, "Fs godly 
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apon the 1. Palme. 1 "W7 


godly man; Decliza 8 Malo, fac bounts: Eſchew | = 
evill, and doe good : buc finding this coo gene- 
rall, and too much foulded up; hee thinkes ic 
neceſſary. coopen the firſt parrot it, into three 
Negative markes: andthe laſt part of ir, into 
two Affirmatives. Bat are not theſe ſtrange 
markes,to begin withall? as though , we could 
knowa godly man by Negatives? or that god- 
linefſe conſiſted in Negation ? as if vertue were 
 onely Yitizes fugere? Indeed the firſt godlineſſe 
that ever was, that is the firſt Commandement | 
of God, was delivered to our firſt parents, ina 
Negative: Of the Tree of Good and Evill, ye 
ſhall not eate: and ifthey had well obſerved 
| this Negative; they ſhould never have finned 
in any Affirmarive : as long as it could be faid of | 
Adm; there goes a man, thatnever care of the 
forbidden Tree; fo long it might as well bee 
id of him ; There a perfe&t righteous 
man. Andeventhe firſt wriccen Law of Com: | 
cog Oinben ry r — _ man- | 
ner ies; T Bot ſhalt 
wot ſteal, andtherefi; inwhich, @mach godli- | 1 
 ne$iscontained, as mighe have broughe naall to | 
 Heaven;as Chriſt cold the man; $ivir ad 
i189 Ingred}, ſerve Mandate. 1 therefore the 
Propher, begins his godlinefſe here, wich Negs- | 
tives;ſeeing negatives at firſt, began all 
| Bur as he evill ſpiric inthe Gopell, anſive-| 
red the Tewiſh Conjurers, who intheir | 
tion, uſed the names of Teſts and Paul + Tefus 1 
- [know; and Paw Rs 41 ſo [ 
2 ere! * 


«as 
tl 


_ — 
——— 


n=" 
A. 


FX oy ah 
res 


_ 


LAY a... lem. Am. 


— 


| Meditations and Diſquifitions | 


| ded ro have troubled Negatives ar all? But Ne- 


here; perhaps, ſome curious ſpirir, may object & | 
ay; the Negative Commandements of the 

firſt Table I know : and the Negatives of the| 
ſecond Table I know; but whar are theſe? They 

are not indeed, the very marke we aime at ; bur 
they arethe meanes,that guide us to the marke; 
and it by obſerving thoſe, wee arrive at the ha- 
ven ; by obſerving theſe, we avoid therockes, 
that hinder us from the haven. 

Burt why would the Prophet, uſe any Nega- 
tives at all; and not rather relie wholy upon 
Affirmarives f as to fay ; That hath: walked, in 
the counſell of the godly ; that hath: ſtood in | 
the way of the righreons; that hath fare in the 
chaire of the/humble: . and thus, he might have 
made his argumentin ?2arbera,; and never nee- 


| 


5 


gatives in this caſe could not be denied : for if 
hee had lefr out Negatives ;: hehad lefrour, a 
great part of ! the worth and: praiſe of godli- 
neſſez For a godly man,”:cannoralwai-srunne 
in ſmoothe gtound ; | he ſhall ſometime meete 
with rubs he cannot alwaies breathe in ſweer. 
aires;he ſhall ſamerime meer withil[ſayours;he} 
eee wihro ſaile in ſafe ſear; heſhal fometime | 


meet with rocks;and then 1tishispraiſezthat he 


can paſſe over thoſe rubs;can paſſe thorow theſe 
* ors; can paſſe by thoſe ro. kes;and yer, keepe | 


ike upright and uncainted; and untoached 
them all Beſides, Negative precepts, are in 
pore-abſolute and peremptory,than | 
Aficmatves > forrofay, that hath walked in 
OR .. | the | 


| 


| 


| rily' perfwaded; 


| b?nagab,that it hadbeene he:and then that Shew- 
| 2zoodly perſonages; likely ren in ſhow,ro make 
A ; bur wh : : 


| the connſell of the godly, might nor bee ſaffici- 
ent; for,he might walke in the counſell of 'the 
godly ; and yet walke in the counlell of the un- 
[godly roo; not both indeed at once; but both 
at ſeyerall times; where now , this Negarlve} 
Icleares him at all times. And may 1t nor alfo, be | 
{a cauſe of u{ing Negatives : becauſe ir ſeemes' 
lan eafier way, of ſhewing what a thing is 3; by 
ſhewing what iris not, than by uſing onely 
Affirmative markes ; eſpecially where a perfect | 
indution may be made: and' herein, Davis not- 
unfiely may be thought to refleQ upon himſelte; 
|& the caſe not unlike, ro84muely ſeeking to finde 
ont a King, amongſt the ſons of Teſſe. For,wher 
| £1746 was brought forth; Sawxet verily thought, 
that hee had beene the man;and afterwards; 4-' 


274), without all doubt was he,for theſe were all 


Kings en God refuſed theſe, -and all: 
the reſt ; and that there was none left, but one-! 
ly Devid : then was Sarznet forced at laſt, ro fall 
upon him - ſo,in our cafe here; the world is ve- 


y pe! that the Hſikelieſf men tobee 
bleſſed, are f thatwalke inthe counſell'of 
the nngodly';.or choſe; that and in the way of: 
ſinners: or fach as fit in the chaire of ſcorners;* 
for, theſe are all, great gallants, and make a 


A 


Coy hew inthe world - burwhenthe Pfo-- 
pher hith rejefted all theſe; and none'ls left 
but rhe godly man; then we are forced of ne- 
ceflity arlaſt, ro fall upon him : and as David, 

B 3 | was 
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was the unlikelieſt of all his brothers ro be a 


ex t hee was the man: ſo a godly man 
=: unlikelieſt of all othersto be bleſſed, 


Chriſt; this makes LN onſikely. 
on Icheere: 1 have overcome the World ; 


And thus, as God di- 

TS Jet 3's 

mo here, to refuſing ; and this 
if de ek makes PNegune, bn many 


nab: an Ns et willbefie toex- 
Es egurioes and to ſee what they 


fir? "Ade remains then, bur thar he 
ſho IOC NOTNIAg Ell her” For eghethepo: 


Vil tots the 


| ane, deflowred. 2 Coin went « walkin 


ed imothe ficld,abrother; and retourne 
purtherer: and ic ſeemes to have beene 


an 


: RS 2 


ethee is the man. 1s the World, yee foal! have | 


my 
| CET and recur-| 


aqeay orgy 


———_—_ 
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| pon tbe 1, Pſatine. 
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| anſwered God, that hee cane from walking 
ts z the earth: and Chriſt warned his A- 
pottles, not to walke into the way of the Gentiles, 
| which ſeemes not much differenr, from this ca- 
| yveat here. 
| But, though walking may be a hinderanceto 
godlineſic ; yer ſtanding, perhaps, may be a fur- 
cherance ; for Chriſt ſaith : Whew yee land proy- 
ig; and fo, icischepoſtare of Piety; andir 1s 
ſaidof Moſes; thar he ftoo1ie the gp; and(o, ir 
was the poſture of Charity z and the A 
are ſaid, to ſievd before God; and fo, iris the 
poſture of Reverence; and yet for all chis; if 
ſtanding benor joyned with underſtanding; as 
{ if w-e ſtand where wee ſhould kneele; as when 
| David (aith, Let us fall downe, and before the 


——— 


wee ſtand, 'ame erſons wee 
noe; as in ſinners way z in alt ſach caſes, ſtan- 
ding may be as greata hinderance to godlinefle, 
as ever walking was. | 


ting never commitred Adoltetry; never ſtole ; 
never did any murcher, and not onely an Inno- 
cent, but a reyerenrt poſture ; ic is the poſture 
of a Indge, as itis ſaid; Tee ſhall fit, and Judge 
thetwelve Triber of 1ſraet. It is the poſture'of a 
King, as it is aid; to the Kiog, that fitreth 
| apon his Throne'z lt is the poſtare of Angells; 


an old exerciſe, of the Diveli himſelte 3 who | 
, 00d | 


Lord our Makey : Or if we ſtand in places,where | - 


Yerſurely, fitcingis an Innocentpoſture , ſit- j 


| 


as bf the foure and twenty Elders in the Reze/s- 
tion; | 


A 
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fir, inthe ſear of peſtilence; as it is ſaid here: fic- 
ring may prove asgreat abane to godlinefſe, as 
either ſtanding,or walking was. 


But they are not the DoOnre? , that arc here 
| 


blamed ; but the Impo 


ayre; andrhen, be poyſoned, with infectious 
ſavours ; that we be not kept neaing in aplea- 
ſantway ; andthen, the enemy, who 

waite.continually, come ſuddenly and ſurpriſe 
as :.that.we fit not idly, and take our eaſe 4 and 
in the meane time ; the-Bridegroome paſle by ; 
and we be ſhut out of. doores. For , if there 
be nothing elſe in ir, bur walking ; agodly man 
may. walke, as much as hee will :. ſeeing th 
not onely agodly walking ya6Ht.i fGid of Nog; 
thar be wpithGoed; which was awalking in 


zodlinefſe : but there is a bleſſed walking 


- 


of miſery ,, ra walke with him eternally in Pa- 


\.. The marke therefore to know a godly man, 


[radiſe. 


walke farther to finde it $/ and che next word, 


in this word neither:for,counſcl] 


is one of the moſt exceilent gifts, that is given 


Meditations and Diſquiſitions i | 


How: and yet as innocent and reyerent as it is; 
ic may be abuſed: for, if we ſitin the way of h- 
ſciviouſneſle ; as Theway did: | Or, if we fit, in 
che chaireof injuſtice, as Pitsre did; or, if wee | 


| 


| 


| poſtures; that we bee not} 
' | drawne abroada walking, - as to take the freſh 


CO wn 


olieth in 


there is 


;  asit 
5s ſaid of Ezech ; that bee walked with God; that 
| i,  Gad tooke him-from walking in this vale 
lo 


| 


| 


Eepme too, is counſell ; and the Negative . 


KO E—————_— 


ſts not, in the not walking; but wee muſt * 


tt. 
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. as bleſs, were" likely eo &64 it» to ſtatid/in 
hs 


upon the 1 P/alme. 


to man; that ic is even one of the Names of 
God himſelfe, ro be called Counſellonr : the 
Negative therefore not found here neither : 
wee malt yer goe further ; and the next w 


we come to, is ungodly : and now certainly,we | 


(hall have a-full Negative; for ungodlinefle is 
the herbe that marrerh all the broth ; ir poifons 
all che company that it comes in; not onely 
walking, athing in it ſelfe indifferent ; but eyen 
counſell, athing in irsownenarure, moſt ſoye- 
raigne ;/ they are both marred by thisone wgre- 
dient of ungodlinefſe. The like may be ſaid, of 
the other two, thac follow; for, neither ftan- 
ding; nor ſtandingin che way, doth any hurt, 
till wee come arſinners, ; netther ſitting; nor 
ſireing in a Chaire, doth any hurr, tiff wee cotne 
at ſcorners, all the hurt, like rheſting mm the 
tale of a Serpent, comevinthelaft. Walking 


in.counſtl;had beene afafe provecctics if che 
ungodly,hadnor givenirc; fg in in the way | 


had beene a lawfull calling; "i fnwers had rot 
made it x; Giering ina Chaite had Beetie an eafje 


poſture; if ſcomers had not franjedit; bue iF| 


theungodly z or ſinners, or ſcorners have ny 
hand arall in our ations; have any thing to oo 
inour doings; both ſifety and lawfclncſe, and . 
eaſe, and all areurterly overthyowne. 

Ob,may wenottakes way,which croffech che 
greathigh-way of the World : and conceive it 
——_ To walke imthe connſelf of the tmgodly, 
ts a pleaſant walke , and if pleaſare would make” 


the| 
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Meditations and Diſquifitions | 

the way. of ſinners, is a profitable way; and if 
"rafie wil make vs ble bleffed; were the way ro 
Joeitz ro ſitin the Chaire of ſcorners, is an ho- | 
|  nourable ſeate; and. if honour would make ns 
| bleſſed: would ferye to doe ir; bur all theſe 
courſes, the Propher rejegerh : ;'they are ſo 
farre from making us bleſſed; thar heegives us 
warning of them ,as the onely impediments, 
xray us from bleflednefſe. ' And there. 
the voluptuous man is deceived, in placing 
OT in pleaſures ;_ for howſoever hee 
bj rnd; y every day in this life;yet he may 
heare, . of a terrible afcer-reckoning, brought 
in,. by, Saint John, How rench thou receiveſt in 
phtfur here ; ſo-wach ſhall be added to thy tor- 
emis hereafter. The coverons man is deceived, 
in placing bleflednefle in riches; for howſoe- 
'ver,. thay make him welcome in all companies, 
where bee, comes, in this world ;. yet hee-may 
hagee of of a grievousrepulſe, wo be given himby 


;. Sonne, thou baft received thy portion in 
nor" 4nd therefore haſt no right, of ever com- 

i#t0 wy boſorme- The ambitious man is = 
ceived, in placing bleſſ- -dnefſe in k 
howſoever hee ſicaloft in his Chaire, ind | *_w 
Rex here z yet hee may heare ofacruell downe-' 
[fall, foreroldhim by Eſay; The beſt ſaidiw thy 
be Fay . F will climbe wp above the clou1r,; and will 


_ || 0c equall to the Higheſt; but -thon ſhalt 'be caft' 
danny s the ph of tl, and 10 the nethermoft 


; Bot hrathencogodly wen. counſell? One: 


| would 
wh EPR 


mt. —_— 


ſos of Aſpes is nader their lips: it ſerves nottheir 


».. pon the 1, Pſaime. 
would thinke, it were want of. counſell, 'that 


makes them ungodly : for. who would betin- 
godly, if hee had counſell ro dire him? Cer» 


|tainly, counſel] chey-havez and wiſe counfell 
|too; that is, wiſe ia the:eye ot rhe world, and 


wiſe for the workes of cherworld,, - bur wiſe in 
the ſight of God, and wiſe for the workes of 


 godlinefle, they have nor: and in that kinde 


of wiſedome, ungodly men are your greateſt 
counfellours : Greateſt, in the abiliry-of coun- 
ſell; and greateſt in the-buſying chemſelyes 
with counſelling. For their wiſdomein conn- 


[ſellz-wee have a precident in 4c-3tophelz, who 


was in his time, a moſt wicked, man; and'yer 
for counſell, was the. Oracle of. his ritne,. 'And 
for their forwardneſſe- in counſelling ; it -is a 
quality they have, as ic were Ex trsduce, from 


their Father, the Divell, who, no ſooner crea- 


tures were made, that-were capable of connſell, 
bac he fell a counſelling : and fach indeed, are 
all che ungodly ; as it 1s in the Palme ; The poy- 


eurnes, to doe wickedly in their owne perſons ; 


reed by them. 


bur they muſt be drawing others into wicked- 
nefſe, by poiſoning and infefting chem with 
wicked connſell. : So then, the nor walking in 
the counſell of che u ly. is, not to hear- 
ken-to the hiſſing of the Serpent; not. to 
make wicked men our counſellonrs; nor in 
the courſe and aRions of our life, to be di- 


- "But; if this be all; what great matter is it? 
2 


or 
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vr whartceded, fo _ a caveat, tobegiven 
of ir? ©Cerrainely, 
difficulty, deſerve a 
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th the danger, andthe 
principall caveat; and in 
the cavear ic ſelfe, wee may ſee them both : for 
there are bucthreewords in ir; andevery word 
&s av acord, rodraw us into fin. If Pleaſure will 
entice us, here iswalking ro doe it: If Reafons 
wills us; here is counſell ro doe ir : If 
number will overrnle us; here is che plurall 
apainſtche fiopular, ro doe ic :' thar the aire is 
not n ent, robe takenin; then hard to 
be keprom 4 therocke, is not more dangerous, 
whe runne-upon, then difficuletobeaveyded.. 


| Rtaires, in this gradation'; is .made aqueftion. 
[Bac-is ir noc ſtrange, weeſhonld not knowrthe 


_— 


feer ;, 


[thereare on-both fides's/ 
[both Gides, xo maincaine'their opinions. They 
 |whichchinke iran uſcene; conceiveirchusy har! 
teewhich walketh in the counſel} of cthe:un-! 


:- Wee would) now proceed, to. the ſecond. 
{B65 6/0 Ir not, how cofer our 

wee begin to fee, \orfeeme to ſee, a 
beforevus; andas I may ſay; a paire of 
whether wee goe up or downe rhe 


s 


ies : 


graund we:goe- opon ; whether icrife or fall; 
whether ir braſcendingordeſcending?yetiach 
the Prophers comrivancehere;thar Doors 
doabtit,and are divided, ' Many grave Authors. 


many:greareaſons on 


godly, 33yer bar wavering, as mif{-led by oPi=- 
nor; and.makes butanerroar » hethar ſtands 
| in the way of finners; ſtands-ourwirh' obſti- 


[roy ; andinaves an Herefie: barhee that firs 


n | 


w—_ 


| | 


ypon the 1. Plaime,. F b_ 


chaire of {corners 3 1s ar defiance wirh 
orgs maleocn Apoſtacie, Theywhothinke 
os | ive.it;z hee which 
ic, a deſcent doe thus conceive tt; Ic | 
walkes in the:counſell, of the- ungodly ; des 


ho: 


| downey and 
unable to ſuffer perſecution 


Ut; 


.ArC Gradu- | 
They 


that theme 


a 


2 —_ 


o * 


more'reh 
nenorrune 

| frengrh, vg ;and ſiendiog, chan ate | 

| and ſtahd, when hee © 

| . Many och waies there are, ofcon-| 


C 3 worſe £ 


i. 


ſing) Groen aſcending,or deſcen- | 


| 


> —— 
me pie 


nn here co queſtion; :they 


| walkers andfitters,” yer ſtanders in the way of 


| 
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are all 
ſtirke nanghe are three rockes; whereof | 
the leaſt is +a bor 4 make aſhipwracke 5 they 
are-three peſtilenciallaires,'whereof the. beſtis 
enough to ipoylon/ che'heare. 'Fhis onsly nia) 
be 6bſerv nrhIevererttetaſanitdr] wit 


—_ 


| indeed, wee may'take them , nd? nad forth 
|andrhen, therewiltnocde; whher aſcent, or de- 


[cantcaby ill counſell ? rheſecond;a finnecabſed 


| ſo, 


|commirred by Exe, in Spore: Hfcencom counſell,of 
jthar ungodly one, he Sepent: m-| 


[rhe finfull Eve 7 checrhirg; ing hump, wa = | 


ſinners, keepe their Nanding ſtill; andiwhich 
foeverh firſtor laſt zyer'they welirerobeths 


cons" wWyodT nom TN 
* 'Barivir nor, thir weemiftakethe Proper 4 
and make his words agradation;when, 
he meane themfor levell ground Ain 


ſcent, in the fines themleſves : buconely a di- 
verfiry in their canſes :\-as thar the firſt is a fin, 


byillexample 7 the third, 'afinne cauſed by the 
innare corruption of our owne hearts. And 
we ſhall haye the three-;principall headsor 
from which, all finnesdoe flow; and 
may ybotxemplifet by the three rf 
[firſt perſons, tharwere inthiewotld: the firſt, 


edby 4dam, in followi 


whofinned nor,eicher ng any i counſell ' orby 


"XA ple: bur onely b by the inbred cor- 
onothigowne heart. And in this, 


| ans "upon the 1."Palme,. 


cureto ſinne; ſecing the three firſt perſons, in 
| the world; had every one of them, a:ſeverall. 
« ſpring-head of ſinne,of their owne opening as 
itthey thoughe, there were no honour, but'in 
being the firſt founder of ſinne-:; and if there 
had beene in Nature, a fourch ſpring-head of 
finne ro be found; the fonurthaman; moſt likely, 
would haye found ic out; butcheſe, it ſeemes, 
were all; and ſo, the fourth man Abel, in his 
rurne, found out a ſpring-head of another ma- | 
king; the true fountaine of life : bur the other 
ſpring-heads, have ever ſince beene ſo frequen- 
ed ; that Abels fountaine hath beene wholly 
almoſt negle&ed : that the Prophet had great 
reaſon, to give us caveats, for driaking at thoſe 
poyloned ſprings ;andto hayerecourſe,to;the'| 
' true fountaine of life, which 13 the Law of God. 
Or, isit, chatthe Prophec alludes here, ro the 
three, prncipall ages of our life; which have 
every one of them, their proper vices,as it-were,; 
retainers to them :- and therefore! the viceyof 
youth; which isthe vigour of life, and delights 
moſt in motion and ſociety ; hee exprefſethby | 
walking in. the counſell of the-ungodly 2 ; the 
vices of the middle age, which is, faigeter; he | 
expreſſechby ftandiog in the way ot fianers;che 
vices of old age,whichbeing weake and feeble, 
is ſcarce able to goe ; heexprefſerh by ficting, in 
the Chaice of ſcorners,. andit is, as-it hee had 
ſaid, Bleffed is the man-chat hath paſſed thorow 
| all the ages of his life z and hath kept himſelfe 
_ | untainted, of che: vices that are incident unto 


— 


chem : 


— —_— — 


A 


| _ wid 


tt. 
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% them: o 'thar hath 


» 
— 


paſſed the daies of his 
d3ir-were the morning'of his life; and# nor 
eigred 'with 'the ve rs vices, * yolu 
ouſnefſe and prod 7 hae hath pafl: 
le apealewEn, noone of his life; and 
js not tainted with the more elevared vices, of 
ambition and 'yvaine+glory : thar hath his 
old age, as-it were, che Evening of his life ; 


yeroutſneſſe and avarice. 

_- Or, isie, there being five degrees of ſinne , 
ce; conſent; at;cuſtome; and pride 
in finning : the ewo firſt, a8 incident often-times 
co the godlieſt men , ; he forbearesto ſpeake of; 
and incrmates one! y,the three laſt; for, to walke 
inthe counſell ofthe * "what bs fe, bur 
che atof fin? andto ſtand'i In the way 
ners; what is it, but the cuſtome of fin ? arid to 
fie 3 * the Chaire of ſcomers; what's it; batro 
take #pride in ſmne? Foll2s "0 

Ox, is-it finally, that by this diſfin&ion of 
et necadhs an abſolute re- 


the Proph 

Can earn go 
the w tite, £ heſa , in 
aProv manner; - oe” kr wii, nor 
|ftand; nor' fir amongſt 
leatt fiberty be rak&n ,in converſing with them; 
Ir. aa Wall be _—_ "hs pafling of 2 ameſl 

ro aneedels eye 'niot 


youth, | 
his | 


andis nortainted, with the fluggiſh vices of co-| 


of fin- | 


Benn For if; but the | 


fe b withour gradaton Sp 


» | 


|ſhonld not dare to (tand inthe way of ſinners? 
| For, what hurt can hee rake, by ſtanding in 
| their way? Is it not a broad and a large way, 


ſtanding in ir : bur ſeeing, all mens eyes are 


| way of underſtanding ; and ſuch finne ſhall be 
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chis alſoa (trange markeof a godly man, tharhe | 


that ſinners may goe by, and no hurt to him 
at all? Bur agodly man is wiſer than fo ; though 
he know that the way 1s large and broad; yer 
he knowes alſo, that the Preaſe is great; a man 
cannot ſtand here, bur hee ſhall be ſhouldred 
and thruſt forward in ſpightof his reeth 2 Ir.is 
not here, as in the way of the righteous ; where 
a man may ſtand long enough, before hee ſhall 


but here is croading and thronging, that we can 
neither goe here, nor doe here, as we would; 
bur muſt of neceſlicy goe, as the croud drives 
us; muſt perforce doe, as the company will 
have us; that hee may juſtly be counted, a hap- 
py man, that can avoyd this rocke ; which hath 
beene the cauſe of more ſhipwrackes, than e1- 
ther Scilla, or Charibdir. 

Ifthe way of ſinners, were a blinde, obſcure 
way ; or a man were blinde, and could not ſee 
his way; there might be, wales of excuſe, for 


open to this way; and this way lies opents all 
menseyes; to ſtand in it now; isnor to ſtand 
in the way of ſinners, but to ſinne in the 


puniſhed with many ſtripes. 
A man may bein the way of ſinners, and be 
excuſed: but co ſtand in the way, is unexcu- 


meete with company to thruſt him forward ; | 


D _ fable] 


_— 
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ſable: For,his being there,may be by accident; 
bar his ſtanding there muſt needes be volunta- | 
ry : and ſeeing neereneſſe coa place ; and conti» 
nuance in a place, are great engroſſers of the 
qualities of a place ; how fully muſt he needes 
engrofſe the way of finners to himſelfe, chat 
ſtands in it, which containes them both ? For, 
whileſt neernefſe workes by addition , and con- 
| rinuance,by multiplication ; the ſtanding in the 
the way of finners, as gathering heat by both ; 
muſt needs breake forth art laſt, into violent ' 
flames of ſinning. | 
| Iristherefore, nodoubr, a good marke ofa | 
| godly man, that he will not ſtand in the way of 
ſinners : but why ſhould henor fit, in the chaire 
| of corners? for he may fir there, and rake his 
eaſe; and neither doe hurtto others ; nor take 
hurt himſelfe. He will doe both : He will take 
| hurt, by brazening his owne face; and he will 
do hare, by poiſoning others hearts. For when a 
man comes onceto fit in the Chaire of ſcorners; 
it hardens him in his finnes it makes him ro 
make a profeſſion of ir s he growes torake it in 
(corne, that any man be wickeder, than 
himſelfe, he firs, azir were, a brooding of fin : 
whart ar firſt, hee was aſhamed of, that now he 
glories in; and what before, he was gladro doe. 
 [ftanding; hee is confident now, todoe fitting 
| in his.Chaire. And as hee takes this hurt, him- 
ſelfezfodoth he yet, more hartro others. For, 
waen aman in authority, gives illexamples; it 
| (preads far, and preyailes much, iris a peſtilenr 


*NT | 
Rt 2% | Þ- OG Rn. i ak, 
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— 


| 


| thing, to be wicked, ex Cathedra : their Chaire 


from having any bleſſing belonging to it ; that 
all che curſes of Mount £59, are too little for ir. 


| 
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ſtands high ; and is ſeene and hewd of many : 
One Phariſce may doe more hare, than a hun- 
dred Sadduces : and where the poiſon of un- 
godly counſcll; and the poyſon of finfull com- 
pany, reacheth bur to men neere hand, the 
poy ſonof this Cathedrall wickednefle,reacherh 
farre andneer; that he may juſtly be accounted, 
a happy man, that can avoid this rocke ; which 
hath beene, che immediate ruine of many ;;and 
the cauſe of ruine, ro many more. 

There are divers ſorts of chaires; and all, | 
worth the ſitring in, but onely this of ſcorners. 
There isa Chaire of Majeſty ; and this is made, 
by God himſelfe ; and makes them all as Gods, | 
that fitinit: For, rothis Chaire, there is a bleſ(- 
ſing annexed, which makes it ſacred ; Towch at 
evine annointed. T here is a chaire of Doctrine ; 
and this was firſt fer up by z and makes 
them allreverend, rhar ficinir: For, ithath a 
a priviledge belonging to it ; Doe my Prophets no 
berwe, Onely thischaire of (corners, hath none | 
that will avow the making it ; it ſeemes to have 
beene broken with the fall of Lacifer ; and ever 
fince, hath beene dangerous to ſit in; yet it 
ſtandsin oppobrion with both the other; for ic 
ſcornes to obey the Chaire of Majeſty ; and 
makes a mocke of hearkening,to the chaire of | 


Dodrine : and therefore this chaire, is ipfarre, | 


| 


- Andasthere are divers ſorts of chaires; fo 
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| 


| there are divers ſorrs of ſcorners : ſome ſcorne 


-chem,they 1eproach their maker: ſome ſcorne 


ved, as being wiſe in their owne conceic ; of 
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their inferiours ; and forget, that in ſcorning 


their berrers ; and ſeeme ſchollers of che Pha- 
riſee; tothinke, none ſo good asthemſelyes, 
though none ſo bad : ſome ſcorne to be repro- 


whom ( faith Salomon) there & leſſe hope thas 
of a foole. Some ſcorne to heare ir (aid , the 
world ſhall ever hive end ; and are herein, 
themſelves a (igne that it is drawing to an end: 
ſeeing, Such Mockery, ſaith St. Peter. ſha# rome in | 
the Iaſt dajes. Some ſcorne the Miniſters of Gods 
Word; and if atany time they heare them ; 
itis but as the 4thewians would heare Pal, to| 
heave what this babler would ſay. Some ſcorne 
God himſelfe ; and are ready ro anſwere,as Phg- 
racb anſwered Aoſer:; What is God? and whois 
the Lord, that T ſhould obey his voice : yet all theſe 
ſcorners , : have their chaire tofic in ; ſer in- 
deed' on high - but ſet in {I1ppery places : and 
giving them falls, as certaine as dangerons , or 
rather moſt certaine, and yer more dangerous, 
that hee may juſtly bee counted a happy man, 
that can avoide -this 'chaire 3 which gives a 
worſe fall, than Elies chaire did : inrwhich, he 
fell downe backward,and brake his necke,” 

+>» But why ſhould the Propher ſpeake ſo ſcorn- | 
fullpof (corners; and give them ſo bafea place | 
aworgſtfinners ; ſeeing not onely godly men; 


bur (if withreyerence we may ſay it)even God 


hinfelfe ſeemes to ſand in the number , of 
2 "> 2. C heing | 
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good Jew, aſcorner? who ſcorned ſo much, as 
to make a legge; or ſo much as to pur off his 
hat to Hamen >? Himſelfe a poore ſnake Jew, 
ro'Haman aPrince,and prime Fayorite of great 
King 4haſhnerſh * May not God himſelfe bee 
faid a ſcorner ; of whom it is ſaid ; that he laweher 
the wicked to (corne ;, and hath them in deriſion 2 
| And how then can ſcorning be ſo great a finne; 
being found in him , in whom is nothing bue 
tranſcendent goodnefſe > Or how ar leaſt, may 
we diſtinguiſh the vicious ſcorning, from that 
which is the vertue ? It isnot, that we may di- 
ſtinguiſh chem by their chaire > For wicked 
| corners, are ſer aloft in their chaire ; they 


proud : but the good ſcorners, fir not in a 
chaire when they ſcorne, they keepe ſtate in- 
| deed, but ir is with humility. God may be ſaid 
roſcorne as heis ſaid robe Angry; bur as he 
bids us to bee angry, and {rnne not; ſohee 1s} 
angry, but ſinnes nor; becauſe his anger, is ne- 
ver bur for finne; hee ſcornes bur ſinnes not ; 
becauſe hee ſcornes none but ſinners: and as 
ſach anger, ſoſach ſcorne, may poffibly be and 
is: isand lawfully may begin godly men:and to 
| ſpeake, w/>;omwm:25;:in God himſelfe. - 
But why would the Prophet ſay; Bleſſed is the 
| #2; as though bleſſedneſſe were entailed to 


| heires males ; or as though ch? Law of God, 
were like the law. Salique of France, exclu- 


2l 


being ſcorners © For, was not Aforder ai the | 


thinke, they cannot be noble, unleſſe they bee | 


- | ding women, from the Kingdome of heaven ? 
| D 3 for ' 
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for elſe, he ſhould rather have ſaid ; Bleſſed is 
man or woman ; and not ſay onely, 
ed ir the man, Bur is it not, that David knew 
bercer theexrent of his words, than to bee ſo 
nous : For ever fince the time, of which 
Aoſer (aith ? God made wan : Male and female crea- 
bee them: women have had as good right to 
che word, as men ; though ir paſſe in their 


prngRnn right : for how elſe could Chriſt 


wasthe ſonne of bat on 
looke upon examples, 


woman ? and if we 
leflednefle z WC ſhall 


—— 


blefſed: andif anyadyantage be, it ſeemes ra- 
cher on rhe womans fide : ſeeing wee finde 


one woman, to have attained a greater de- 


excepe onely her onely ſonne, the man Chriſt 


—_ ungodly , it may probably be chought, he 
title ro blefſednefſe , by this rule > Bleſſed are 
they , that walke in the lawofrhe Lord. Ifhee 
have not ſtood in the way of finners : it may 
| charitably be thought, he is ſorry, that ever he 
came there : and chen hee lay claime to 
blelednefſe , by this rale;- Bleſſed are they rhet 

wand are penitent for their finnes. And 
if he havenoe ſare in che chaire of corners, ir 


may with good reafon beethonght, hee hath 


name : and if we ſay more right, we ſhall ſay, | 


called the ſonne of Man; who we allknow, | 


finde as well women, as men, recorded for | 


gree of blefſednefſe, than eyer any man did ; 


Ifaman have not walked in the counſell of 
gone the fairer way; and then hee hath a | 


done 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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doneir in humilicy - and then he hach arighr 


| ſtaies not here; bue proceedsand haſtens to the 
| they came into Noahr Arke : and yet enow, tO 


 deligh 
forea godly man, deligh 
| counſel! of the ungodly ; nor to ſtand in the 

way of ſinners; nor to (it in the chaire of ſcor- 


| light there muſt bee ; there is notliving 
- | outir; yet agodly man will rather want it,than 
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co bleſſedneſſe by this rule ; Bleſſed are the poore 
is ſpirit : for , God reſiſteth the provd ;, but giveth 
grace 10 the huewble. Burt for all this, and neyer- 
rheleſſe ic may bee ſaid ; that theſeare yer but 
Negative markes; and can make at moſt bur a | 
godlinefle by negation : which can no more 
properly bee ſaida godlineſſe ; than 1#doentis 
may be ſaid ro be Yoluptas : The true godlinefſe 
is a pofirive thing ; and cannot be affirmed our | 
of Negatives:it is a habir,and cannot be concla- 
ded from privations. The Propher therefore 


Affirmative marks:for they indeed are the pro- 
per characters, of a godly man, they are never 


found but in him; and in him, they are ever 
found. And of theſe there is bur a paire ; as 


make a breed : enow to bring godlinefle to its 
full propagation. And he ſeemes to frame his 
proceſle, inthis manner; A man is knowne 
whar hee is by his delight ; for ſack as a mans 
tis; ſach a man himſelfe is - and there- 
rs not to walke inthe 


ners- for, theſe are all lawlefle delights: ar leaſt, 
delights of that law ; of which $*. Paw! ſaith: 
1 finde ax0ther law in wy members ; they agree not 
with a godly mans nature ; and _ 
with- | 


_ rake | 


at... 
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{ rake it up in ſach commodities: But bis delight 


| conſtirutes a godly man ; and gives him his 


| [light 5 hee requires onely a godlinefſe , that 
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is in the law of the Lord: and now the Prophet 
begins to enter upon his Affirmative maxrkes : 
and the godly man beginnes to appeare in his 
likenefſe- - for 'this delighting in the Law of 
God, is ſo efſentiailro godlinefle, thar it even 


being. For, what is godlineſſe, but the love of 
God? and whatis love, without delight ? thar 
'we may ſee, what a ſoveraigne thing godlines 
is:which notonly brings ns to delighr, when we 
come to blefſednefſe , bar brings us to bleſſed- 
neſſeby a way of delighting, For, the Prophet 
requires not a godlineſſe , that barres us of de- 


reQifies our delight ; for, as the wrong placing 
our delight, is the cauſe ofall our miſeries : ſo 
che right placing ir, is the cauſe of all our hap- 
pinefſe : and what righter placing it, than to! 
place ir, inthe right ; and what is the right, but 


onely the Law ? 
Bur is there —_— then, in the Law of 
thing rather that will make, 


God ? Isit nota 
ns melancholly ? and doth ir not mortifie in 
us, the life of all joy? Ir mortifies indeed the 
life of carnall delights ; bur ic quickens in ug, a- 
nother delight, as much berrer than thoſe , as 
heaven i above the earth. For there isnotrue 
delight, which delights nor as much to bee re- 
empred, as to be felr; which pleaſeth nor as 
well the memory, as the ſenſe; and cakes nor 
as much Joy tothinke of it being done,as when 
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[it was.a doing... For, is it-vor; a miſergble de- 
light-when it may be threatned with thizr10fe | 
| 


en" 
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hec meminiſſe pigebit ? Yom will one day renjeme 
ber this Is it nor a dolefuli delight, when Ex: 
trema gandii luGus occupet ; when forrow fols| 
lowes it at the heeles ?. Is ir nota, fearefull de- 
light, when like a Magiclans rodde, it is: in-/ 
ſtantly curned intoa Serpent?, And ſuch, are' 
all worldly delights ; either like that of Ames, 
in loving 7hewar : firſt enjoyed, and preſently 
loathed:; cr like that of Cais in killing Abel; 
madde tro doe ic'; and then ſtarke madde for 
having done it; orlike that of Eſas, in cating 
Ieacobs portage; give at firſt ableſling for ir; and 
afrerwards give it, a thouſand curſes : or like 

that of Gehez3, in taking gifts of Neetwes; leape 
for joy, till we come to Ek/ha; and floathſome 
Lepers all our lives after. This delighe which 

(the Propher here ſpeakes of; is the onely de- 

lghr, chac neither bluſhes,nor lookes pale ; the 
onely delight, that givesa repaſt, without an 

afcer reckoning ; the onely delight, that ſtands 
In conſtruction withall Tenſes;ard like Exe 

 Anchyſer, carries his parents upon his backe. 
[An why ſhould nor even worldly men, bee 
ſenſible of this delight? They delight in gold | 
\and (ilver; and behold, The Lewis more precious 
than goi1,; yea, thaw-mwch finegold. They delight 
ic beauty : and behold, How emiable the T 
| mactes of the Lord'are., T hey delight in light : 
and behold, The Low is 4 {4niborne to onr feete,aud | 
_ a light to our paths. They delightin knowledge: 

E 


: and | 
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add behold: Through the Law we bave more wnder> 
| blog, hue oy deaviers. delight in joy: 
altbetold, The Low br right, and reloyeeth the 
Iuate, They delight in long life : and behold, | 
_ rhe aw of te Lo rnmeaſerb the hhogrh of Jakes . 
—_— <raaehes vor .are they now, 
_— afra , in the midſt of 
fach deliehrs ? Conte $4 there be, azPhy- 
ficiuraffirmie, an Ellebore ora Sena, to purge 
regu melancholy and fad henmours of the 
chis ſtadie in the Law of God ; is the 
ms? rg and Sena of the ſoule ; or rather 
k rhe Jayce of the Grape, which Dovid in 
another place fpeakes off, rhat exhiſerares and 
muketh med: the heart of man. 
| - Ad vm ils Nudy of the Law of God, 
rhere is no feare of melancholy; {> inche de- 
Bzhreharisraken'in ic, theres nofeare of fa- 
ciery -- all other delights muſt have change, or 
elſe chevy oloy us: maſt have cefſation , vor elſe 
—_— : maſt have moderation, or tclfe 
z\ this onely detighris that , of 
ot Nneverrake enough z we can ne- 
yer be fo full,,bur we ſhall leave wich-an pe-. 
| vie2 z, Or rather never leave ;becanſe ever in an 
es it #burone, yet is Rill freſh: Ir 5s 
alwatesdefired; or rather 
themore ics enjoyed, 'ahe more ie $5 deſired 
Altother detighrs'may bebarred from us : ; may 
behindredrons: chisonely def e, is tree in| 
"= priory iwareaſe, in ve,in death, 
FI. anilindcedrhere is no deſighe, thar keepes us 


L > Rua pany 
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— 


company in our death-beds, bu viely chis: All 
other delights, are thehafhamed of us} andwe 
of chem ; this onely firs by'asia all — 
and gives us a Cordiall,: when Phylicke and 
friends forſake us. / : ' '#)) 

+ TheiProphet hath ape oh: vein how eo 


how to know theſe markes ; and{this is a fpeci- 
all marrer; for wee may as well miſ-rale the: 
markes, a niCcdles bh matys'  anid' ch 


though wee let paſſethe N 


legve them co be raken at all advenrure 7 this 


| Afirmacivetnarke, of delighringinche Law of 
God ; would by any meanes be better marked: 
For, this is an — marke 
raken, mi emarre all ; us, perhaps, 
to Coaiw, endo -thed For, many delight 'in 
the Law; becauſe, they which preach cheGof 


ud, honld live rhe Goſpell : Bur cheſFare 
noone; d delighenocin che Law ; bue 


know a godly many but he harchnor wmaghe ts;; 


a 


and this mifs | 


they deſire to fit in Loſes chaire ; bur theſe are | 
ambicious mens and deligh mov fn the Law; 
bat in honour. Many 7 deg he Lv he: bes 
caaſe it reacheth many and ſecrer | 
flex bntcheſrareveiaeien anddel wel of 


the Law, batin ſq » Many | 


now] 

delightin the Low, = onely copaianaye 

time Gllny erer, otjoſuwy _— 
wk bur theſe are ſcandalous 


 81hil agere : 


men ; and 
not, in'the: Law ; bac in idle fancies. 


E 3 


in profic. Many delight in the Law, becauſ | 


a” 0 
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all-of chem; 'defe@ive!io' ſubſtance 4 chis ſore: 
|farely js defeRive in-quanticy 2 thoſe. had not | 
out any:markes of trac delighting inthe Law of | 
htiow'then, (hall we come roknow,che 
Oo emubondeſightingipocly) orbutony, 
pr ?Nat-onely: for-fo, wee ſhould de- | 
rave requires, and/God himſclfe allowes {thexe- 
oncly.z dur chiefely:; -yerſo chiefely, 
chicfely, 1a4adniicsofino:compariſon: In pre- 
E@nte-of this; al other delighrs doe loſe their 
'redif che word 14:ſelfe;. aſed bythe Propher | 
bere,; which is Kepher? and ſignifies adelight, 
enelycan be; ſo itonelymuſt;andonelyought 
tobe true, of ourdehighring inthe Law of God. 
care of our eſtares;; which is aprovident, and | 
|Herefore acommendable delighe : For, be char | 


| [ervemebeir utrnegthodiftheorhet ſorcs, were), 
the righe ſtaffe: this hath norchsjuſt meaſure 5| 
andfoweeae lifaiexhenecerer yer,: forfinding 
istrue and: perfo& , from that 
scounterfeic.andideſtAive:? ſhall wee 
aria nothing elſe; and ,whoc;dowbes, b 
g £ues nd ,Wno. {DUr | 
vhertarn weny'otherdelights, which both Na- 
axio:a mapner.oncly.;; for chicfely, is properly 
hoe thera may be:compariſon;” bur: thisis fo 
fight: In ballance with this, all other delights, 
are found.tobe light. Aod this is.even jntima- 
that cakes np the-whole will; and leaves no phos 
lacy: our defires : which, as itonely is, | and 
Other delights may have their fi:s; bur no Ke- | 
phete bur onely this. We may take delight, in a 
j provides | 


— 


_——— 


— 
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\ſeth irdowne, from aſcending rowards heaven. 
|We may take delight inwife & children;zwhich 


healchfull, and therefore a commendable de- 


| weea 
the Law of God ; when the Prophet himſelfe., 


0100 gpan the 1. Palme. 


| provides not for his family,1s warſe thay an In- 
fiddJ; yer ir muſt norbeoar Kephers ; for corpes 
4vat animan multa cogitaniems} mich caring 
for the world, makes the foule, heavie;zand prel- 


———_—_—_—— 


is anaturall, and therefore acommendable de- 
light; for no man ever hated hisownefleſh ; 
yer it muſt nor be our Kephets: For hce thar 
loves father; or mother, wife, or children, betr- 
cer than Chriſt, is not worthy of Chriſt, Wee 
may take delightin bodily exercifes ; which 18 a 


lighc ; for he that negle&s che care of his health; 
is wichin compaſſe of being Felo.de ſe: a murthe= 
rer of himſelfe; yer ic muſt not be our Kephers ; 


for Nimis cura corporis eft incuria enim: coo much 
care taken of the body ; ſhewes there is bur 


licle care taken of che: minde.. But why ſtand 
ling for markes, of true delighcing in | 


gives us a marke here, that may be Ifiar om: 
#ivw - a markethat never failez: that he, who 
delights inthe Law of God, will be exerciſing 
himſelfe in ir, day and night, For, icſeemes to 
be here, as berweene Faich and Workes, that | 
as Saint Tames ſaith; Shew mee thy Faith, by thy 


worker; ſo we may ſay,ſhew me thy delighting, 


the worke of exerciſing : and as itis but an un# 


by thy exerciſing; For, -s it isbuta dead Faith, 
thar bringsnort forth the frnic of good workes : 
ſo it isbur afained delighc,that brings nor forth 


Eg ford 
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| found Faith, that workes but intermirtingly, 
, and by fics; fo itis but an aguiib deligh 

char hath irs heat bar ar rurnes and ſeaſons: bat 
where wee ſee a conſtancy of good workes; as 
wee may be bold to fay, there 1s alively and 
ſound faith; ſowhere wee ſee, a continuallex- 
ercifing, we may be confidene to fay, chere is a | 


wa 
© 


| 


rae de - The ſhewes a life of 
Faith; the conſtancy of working, a truc tem- 
| of that life : The exerciſing ſhewes a dc- 


| ' the continuance of exerciſing, a fit 
cerity of that delighting. | 
Burwill net this continuall exercifing in the 
Law of God, get men the nameof common 
Barrertoursz and make them accounyged rrow- 
bleſome fellowes amongſt their neighbours; as 
[whenthey are going to Law? Indeed the Law 
of man where ſuwmees Ins is ſurwmaiejarie,; and 
| | where mighe oftentimes overcomes : may 
be fadjeſt, ps, to ſachobloquie : barnor | 
the Lawot God: For this is not 8 Law: where 
the weakeſt goes ro the wall ; bur this Laws a 
| | walltothe weakeſt, thedelightingin this Law, 
is nota going to Law; bur a Law ro our : 
| _ ; Thy Lew is 6 light to our fete: alight, 
not anely co: our eyes, to make us ſee ther 
way; butro our feeralfo, ro make us walke the 
way: and ir1sfo farre, from making us co 
become enemies ro our neighbours; that it 
makes us robecome "ea A oc 
mies; forof this Law, ir is ſaid; ie ſaffers all 
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hetowney bur if any man will rake onr Coar 
fromus, it makes us contented,to let him have 
our Cloake allo, | 

Thedelighting in the Law of God; is that 
divine contemplation ; by which, wee ſee God, 
asin a Glaſſe: and is the onely erue way, to 
our only true felicity : though chere be men, 
that thinke chey can tell of bercer contemplati- 
ons, andhetter waics to happinrfſe, than Darvd 
ſeemesto know ; or will at leaſt acknowledge : 
For, if they ſhould but name the contemplari- 
on, which is cont i aumren0s in arca: or the 
medication, which is Medir#ri inaziss or the' 
pleaſare, of which ir faid : Trohit ſuagquereg, w0- 
luptar;the worſt of theſe, wonld b:a bercer de- 
lighez andaberter way ofhappineſſe, chan this 
of Devids, Bartheſe m-ns blindaefſe, maſt not | 
leade us into the dirch : For, theſe delig 
blockes, thackie in; 
our way, and hinder us fronihappinefe:: they 
are the very weights, thathangheavicupon the. 
ie from rifing, to 'the true 
heighth,of divine contemplation; and ifa man, 
whoſe minde were once raiſed np tro this 
heightch  ſhonld afcerward deſcend, and take a 
view ofthe-world:; hee would evenbe aſtoni-;| 
\hbed: roſee-menthar pretend to.rcalon, and: 


. 
' 


things z it endareth all things ; ir ſeekerh not 


hes | 


|delightingheic weights; andto take a 
|intheirclogs; and ſofillily to leave 


ee. 


— 


of heavenly:meditation ; to follow theſe - | 
. | an ; 


—— — 


A 


: Cre ee eee 
Age. Id oats. rt A. wa i - - 


| Meditations and Diſquaſitions 


and fooliſh chings,' which [the 'worldiadmires. 
Andindeede, wharburthis, made'var Propher 
here, "in another place, breake our into his'pal- 
fionate exclamation : O yer ſonnerof mew, how long 
will yee love vanity ;" awd ſecke after leaſing: f: For, | 
looke into the world : and toall things thar 
are inthe world; and ſee if there be ariy thing 
inir, (asro the purpoſe, of making us happy) 
- \but onely lies and leafings? Pleaſure beares 

.cheein hand, ir can make rhe happy ; burir lies: 
For donot all pleaſures haſten rorheir end; and 
char end, either in ſorrow, or ſatiety ? Hopour 
vauntszitcan make thee happy;baric lies : For 
bath honouranybeing, bur in othersnor being; 
where its of our happinefſe, rhat-others 
be happy. Riches make thee believe, they can 
make thee happy; bat they'lie : for they can- 
not ſo much as eaſe, the leaſt paine of thy body 
or the leaſt angniſh of thy mind. Learning per- 
{wadesthee.jit can make thee happy; burit lies : 
for in much wiſedome is much oriefe and hee 
chatincreaſeth knowledge, increaſerh ſorrow. 
The fleſh tells thee; ir can make thee happy ;| 
buric lies; for the wormes ſtand waiting conti- 
naally for it ; and are ſire ere long, to have irto 
care, O chat men would' conſider this; and not 


{par the Propher, to his exclamation : 0 yee ſons 
A 
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| 7 rapes tow long will yee be in love with vanity. avs! 
b& afcer caſings £ For, this indeed, would be 
on preparative ; and but a preparative, tc 
divineconcemplarion - Ir might ſerve ro ſtron 
| branches inthe way; bur not tocry Hoſeoena : | 
| | a For, | 


upon the 1. Palme, 


For,to raiſe the ſoule up, to this heighth of con- 
remplation : it is not enough, to pur off theſe 
weights, that draw it downe ; but there muſt 
be a pulley alfo, ro draw it up : as Chriſtfaith ! 
No man cam core usto mee, except the Father draw 
him ; and therefore many heathen Philoſo- 
phers, could caſt off,theſe clogs z conld par off, 
theſe weights : For,they deſpiſed riches ; they 
ſcerned honours; they hated pleaſures ; they} 
contemned the world ; and yer, forall this, 
they could never bur flutter alictle in the low 
Region of the aire ; they conld never riſe up} 
rothe Firmament of contemplation; and all, | 
becauſe they wanted this pulley ; which, they 
that delight in the Law of God, fhall never 


3 


want: For, Howorantes me honorabo, faith God : 
T hey which howowr me , I will honowr them: and if 
they delightin my Law ; 1 will delight in their 
ſtudy: andchen, if by delighting in the Law 
of God we can bring God codelighe inus; oh! 
what joy ; what exceſſive joy ; what happinefle, 
' what tranſcendent happinefle, will this be un- 
,to 1s? 

But why would the Prophet ſpeake of de- 
lighting in the Law of God ; and not ſpeake 
rather, of delighting in God himſelfe 2 For 
thisno donbtr, is a better delight ; and this de- 
light, would bee a greater bleſſedneſſe,' Is nor 


— 


the anſwer to this queſtion, made by Chriſt | 


bimſelfe? If you love not your brother , whom you 
ſee 3 how caa you love ©od , "_—_— doe not ſee If 
pe delight nor, in the Law of God, which we 

| F know 


| 
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know;how can we delight inGod,whom we do 
notknow? Not know, but as the Law teacheth 
mm aratheweck bimuntous. This life, 
is bur the meanesto aberrer life; & the chief de- 
abeveregre ee codelightin the means to 
life-we ſee God now, bur as ina Glafle 


ichere bee many Glaſſes toſee God; 

re brigheeſt of theſe Glaſſesi is the Law:and 
Cre adi ,canwe delight in che ſeeing of God; 
ave deight! not in the Glafſe,in which we may 
beſt ſee im? To fe him, as heis, and in him- 
| Wife; is reſerved, cill we (hall have berter eyes; | 
| cheſe eyes wee have arecarnall, andcorrupti- 
|ble; and cannot fee God till they have pur on 
Sncorruption : barwhen theſe eyes come, and 
|thatrwee ſhall fee God , facero face : then the 
| wn will give place cothe fiibſtance; and 
in gin Law of God; will be 


g in God him(elfe:till 
with his Prophers 


Þ nee nr (Are Ife;yert could not 
erfferm-us,to makeusfemore;bat heharh tru- 


ly told ns, the height of our delight in this Jife : 

ehe efourTite;be inthe Law of God. 

Bur ler elighrbee wharit will ;/ it isbur 
.onely comtemplation : and contemplationſers 
-buronely the eyesa worke ; itleaves all chereſt 
'of che body 3dte;\bur godlines 1 13 ancexerciſefor 
the whole'man; borh =_ and ſoute; ;and ther- 
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that our bleſſednefſe, may bee perte&t z and 


wee ſhould not bee blefled, in beholding the 
blefſed face of God, if wedid not as well glo- 
rifie him in beholding him ; as behold his glo- 
ry, Contemplation brings as, but to7Yideo we - 
liora Probog; : and if Deteriors ſequor, doe follow; 
chen godi1nefſe is ſtopped in her race, at the 
very Goale : the building is left unperfeR, 
when it is come to the roofe: we cannot make 
a demonſtration of true godlineſſe, out of all 
the premiſes ;- nnlefſe chat bee added, which 
followes; And in his Law,be nill exerciſe meſo, 
da) and night: butifthis bee added; then « 


Goale of godlinefſe is wonne, And thoagh it 
may ſeeme , a wearifome thing, ſummer and 
| winter; day arid night; alla mans life long 
to doe nothing elſe bur alwaies ane things 
yer this is the godly mans taske; hee muſt doe 
ſo; or he catinot be the man wee take him for. 
For,co bee godly, but ſometimes, is co bee an- 
{ godly .alyates: and noman is ſo wicked, bur 


doe good workes ; but, this ſerves nocour 
godly mans turne; his Sanne maſt never ſet; 
fot if he ever be in darkeneffe, hee ſhall ever be 


kept it, ſtillburning. For,ifa man ſhonld wa- 
ter his bed with teares all night; andgoe nexc 
ta as r _ = 

Wt w_ linefle, | 


{ ©» 


amt even in heavenC(if chey could be ſeparated) 


may ſometimes have good thonghes,, and 


in darkenefſe : at leaſt, hee (hall finde it more | 
worke , to kindle his fire anew, than to have | 


roofe of the houſe is ſet on; and then, the 


| 


it. Ml. 
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linefle, would be bur as the morning dew ; ri ſe 


toadoud,and ſovaniſh.Or if he ſhould bettow | 


chewhole day, in the exerciſe of godlinefſe ; 


and yer at night, returne co his vomir - thar 
man would be bar as a halfe Moone ; bright, 
on one ſide; and horrid blacknefle, on rhe o- 
cher. | For, godlineſſe is a ching entire, ircan- 
not be had in pieces; wemutt have ic rogerher, 
ornorarall; and by this,agodly man, is made 
Tow) terres atg; rotundys ;' all che former, make 
bar lines; this onely conſummares godlinefle, 
and brings it co acircle, 

Nrfeemes here!as if the Propher wenr abour, 
tomaktmenthink,thar the readieft way robe 
a'happy man; weretobe aLawyer:Ifwee may 


_— _— - 


|ingofthe Eaw; and becaofe a'$rddent in che 
Law; can make no benefit byir; rilt hee come 


call hitn a Lawyer, thar ſtudieth and praQtiſeth 
the Law: For; after his Negarive markes of a 

dly man;hecomes-next toithis ;/' that b5; de- 
are ivthe Law 'of the Lord ;, which is his ſtudy- 


robeapraftiſer 2 hee therefore, by theſe next 
wordes,Andin his Law, be twill exerciſy bimſelfe: 
ſeemesracalthim co. the Barre ;":andenables | 
NT thar! having learned the Law 

himſelfe ,” he may-now teach irto'others ; or: 
at leaſtwiſe\, praiſe ir rowards others. But 
isnor this a. Paradox in David : ſeeing iris a- 
vainſtourowne-experience'z | for; weehave 
knowne:many; tharby the Law, have'growne 
rich; "many; thatby che Law; have gotten ho- | 


nour ; many; that by the Law, have growne 
LR "* famous 


—{ .< 
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fimous; but wee never yet knew any, that by 
the Law, grew happy : for, nor withſtanding 


their honour, their riches, their fame , yer they 
ever had ſomething, whereof to complaine. 


is: Icis not our Common-law ; nor our Ca- 
non-law : it js not the Civill-law ; nor the Law 
of the twelve Tables; Itis not the Law of che 
Medes and Perſians; nor the Law of Nations : 
[t is che Law of the Lord; a Law pure and unde- 
filed; a Law that was given by Angels, in the 
hand ofa Mediatonr ; a Law, by which wee 
ſhall Indge ; and by which we ſhall be judged : 
Ic 1s /opperatoriatex 3 Not the Emperours Law; 
but an Imperiall Law ; Lex ArchiteFonice.; a 
| Law, that gives rulestoall other ; and is it leife 
| ruled by none. And here now, there opens it 
ſelfe, as it were, a Nowws Orbis; for if we ſhould 
 enterincothe maine,co ſpeake ot Lawes- wee 
| ſhould neyer make an end, ourbeſt is there- 
fore, to keepe cloſe to David, and togoeno 
further, than hee goes: and yerſo, wee ſhall 


We muſt theretore remember, what Law this 


have Law enough to make us happy. Onely 
we may conſider, what theſe exerciſes are, in 
| which this godly Lawyer, is ſo diligent all day. ; 
and fo, vigilant all night, to exerciſe himſelfe; 
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may be diſtingu-ſhed into Negatives, and Af- 
firmatiyes; bur ſceing the godly man mingles 
them cogether.in his courſe; wee, may, aswell 
mingle, cher rogether in our diſeourſe. ., A 
god!y Lawyer will-not boaſt himſelfe ro know 


and as. the markes before,ſo rhe exerciſes here, | 
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'| deede 2: If there want counſell, to fer forward 


that, of which he is ignorant ; nor feignehim- 
ſelfe ro be ignorant, of that he knowes. Hee 
will not diſcourage a man ina goodcanfe ; rior 
enconrage him ina bad. He will not over-reach 
a man tharis ſhorter than himſelfe ; nor ander- 
mine 4 man that is ſhallower than himſelfe ; 
not ſapplant a man, thar is weaker than him- 
ſelfe. He will notrife, by other mensfalls ; nur 
make a gaine, of other metis lofſes. Hee will | 
give counſel! toa poore mit, withonta fee; as 
reckoning a poote mans canſe his owne ; and 
a good conſcience the beſt fee ; if hee haye ra- 
ken any other fee, he hath ed his rime ; 
arid willnot ſell it againe, cill hee haye firſt re- 
deemed ir, Hee gives fees himſelfe,togethim 
Clyents ; andgrowes richer by giving, that 0- 
thersdoe by taking. He is ready to end ſaires, 
but not to begin thett; arid he had rather want 
worke, that: make it. Hee t»glad whenhe can 
aſe the Law; bur wonld bee more glad there 
were no uſe of it. Ie is a booty to him 
when hee can finde opportunity co doea pood. 


it. Hee keepes his termes dal as prefer 
ing the Sabboth day, before all other yes, 
| hou his Piety makes every day, to him a 

bboth ; fo his Praftice, makes jt Tertne to 


re . Hee turnes over Books 
andſarcheth Records; not ſo much to fooke 


a cauſe, hee gives it , If paitiesor cate, he 


a 
-_ OO os 


at the Precedents. for 


dead Precedenrs ; as to finde ont che rea- 


makes | 


. en 
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makes icnot, areaſon of his ation, that ochers 
have done ſo; but he makes it his aQion, if he 
finde there was reaſon, for the doing ſo. Rein- 


fa 


| cefſant labours, as are 


quires, and hearkens our, the poore, and re- 
lieves them; the naked, and cloathes them , 


wes and redeemes thems men oppreſſed, 
and ſacconrs them; men that mounre, and 
comforts them; men a dying, and revives 
them. The Law is both his ftady , and his 


| recreation ; and one cannot teNl, whetherfcbe 


more his worke ; or more his paſtime : For, as 
the et faith here, It is bis Exerciſe; ſo hee 


| aid before; It ir bis Delight ; and itigwell, iris 
| ſo: For, without this detigh 


t, it were'impoſ- 
ſible he ſhould ever goe chorow, with fuch'in- 
poſech upon himſelfe, Day aud 
makes burthenshght ; mekes 


rather hee 1m 
Might. Bur delight 


| labourseaſfie ; which, perhaps,made Ohrifbſay; 
| that his burthen was light, and his yodhe caſte 


c and 
in this manger, indeed, if a man, be aftadenr, 
and a ,mn che Law it will'be no Para- 
doxetolay ; itwillbenoviolence tothe Text : 
co make David ſay; tharthe beſt and readjeſt 
way, to bewhappy man, ist»bea Lawyer. 

When ir is ſaid, #s delight -« in the Law of the 
Lord; and in his Low, hee will exerciſe himfelfe, 


Doy oad Night; is it nor akinde of ſoleciſave;"to 
double the word Law; without anylawfiflloc- 
caſion?1lr may,perhaps, be a ſfeciſeve in Gram, 


hee doublesche word (the Law)to exprefſe the 


. EEG — 56 wonder- 


mar ;buricis nonein affetion : for therefore | 


—— 


” : 
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| chis is more faily expreſt in the 119. Pſalme, 
| where hee ſeemes ſo fondof the word, and ſo 


| isit, that hee therefore doubles che word (the 
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wonderfull delight, hee takes inthe Law; and 


oth co leave it; that he cannor endure it ſhoald 
be our of his mouth ; and therefore at every 


third or fourth word, is up with ic againe. Or. 


Law) becauſe, indeed, there is a double Law; 
which, thonghas a man, hee could not ſee, yer 
as a Prophet he might fore-ſee:and che words, 
Day and Night, are here joyned, to the latter 
Law ; becauſe, although there were in the old 
Law a Inge ſacrificium, 10 repreſentation, yet 


and execution ; but onely in this later Zaw : 
land therefore, where David ſpeakes it,as a great 
| maxter to pray his ſeven times a day ; wee in 
this Law, are put to our ſerper orate; and ſine 
interwiflione orte ; continuall prayer is expected 
from us, day and night. - : 
Butwhy ſhould the Prophet require day and 
night, to be ſpent in the doingot Gods Law? 


there never was any Iuge ſarrificines in reality, 


my 5 0h the day ; God himſelfe allowes us 


fixe dai 


worke,: tobe done in darknefſe ? Yer a godly 


lr 
| 
[notbeſeene of men, and 


to doc our owne worke z and for 
the night; this is-no ops tencbrerxm ; no fir 


man will doe,as the Propher requires him ; Hee 
doe ir in the day ; that wer. ſceing bis good 
hes, away glorifie bis Father which ir in Heaven . 
| andhee will doe ic in the nighe; thathee may 
that his left hand may 
notknow what his right hand doth, Hee will 
g doe | ; 


—_ 
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| night; ro ſhew, he 18 oneof thoſe, @vi cum in 


| The Evening aud the Morning muſt makg but one 


cannot, perhaps, tell, for what reaſon the Pro- 


manisbleſſed; it wonld have made but anew 


maſt havecometo this,which he dejiversnow ; 


wee may thinke hee went about, And If he had 


upon'the 1."Pſatme. 
doe it,in the day, ro ſhew, he is none of thoſe; 
ui fuginnt lacew + and hee will doc it, inche 


tenchris ices. Hee will doe icin the day time, | 
becauſe the day is the time of doing ; as Saint 
Peter faith, Worke whileft it is Jay; and hee will 
doe itinthenighe ; leſt his Maſter ſhould come 
as athiefe in the nighr, and fiad him idle. In- 
deede, thisday and night of Devids; amounts 
bur co Saint Paw/r continually; Watch contieually, 
Pray contivually:, for though the Sunne in the 
Firmament ſet; and mike itnighr to our eyes; 
yet the Sunne of Righteouſneſſe muſt never 
ſer, to make ir nighr in onr hearts, bur it 
muſt be here, as it was in the beginning ; 


Day. 
The Prophet hath uſed much circumſtance, 
co cell as otche man, that ſhould be bleſſed : and 
when he hath ſaidall he can; it is al[buta god- 
ly man; and why could he nor doe this at firſt; 


and have ſaved himſelfe, and us, a labour? wee 


pherdid ic, bur wee may eaſily tell, for what 


reaſon, he might doe it; for many reaſons may 
be given of it. It hee had onely ſaid ; A godly 


bufinefſe: for, we ſhould preſently have asked 
him : And what is a godly man? and then, hee 


(>the Prophet went the neereſt way, though 


G ſaid, | 


— 
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ſaid, A godly man is blefled ; and hadnot told, 
what a godly man is; 'it would have bred a 
world of controverſie; for then, every man 
would have come, and pur in, his chime to. 
blefſednefſe, under prerence of godlinefle ; and 
there would never have beene quiet. Cain 
would have come, and pretended devotion z 
for making oblarions, and offering ſacrifices ro 
God ; Korahand Dathen would have come, and 
 prerended zeale, for oppoſing Governours, as 
taking too much upon them. The Phariſe 
.would haye come, and prerended pureneſſe , 
for onely faſting rwice a weake; and giving 
tiches, of all he poſſeſt, /udas himfelfe, would 
have come, and pretended chariry , for taking 
care of the poore; and finding fault, with the 
coſt, beſtowed upon Chriſt; and there would 
have beene ſo many pretenders to godlinefle , 
and thereupon ſuch ſnatching and catching ar | 
blefſednefſe ; tharif chis had been ſaffered, both | 
godlinefſe wonld have beene in danger, tobe 
adulrerared : and bleſſednefle ir felfe, ro ſuffer | 
violence. To ſtop therefore the monthes of 
rheſe prerenders, and utterly ro damne all fach 
falſe claimes z rhe Prophet: proclaimes here 
the true, Title ; and ſers downe, as it were, In 
terminis termizantibus; how the man muſt be 
alified, that will lay claimeto blefſednefſe ; 
if any-of the conditions here exprefled, 
be wanting; ic will he in vaine, to have a 
chonghe of blefſednefle ': For, this the Pro- 


pher delivers for Law; and of this we may | 
be | 


a — 
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be ſure, there will not be any thing be abated. 

- Bur if the Prophet be ſo punctuall;8 require 
ſach preciſe performance of ſach preciſe points, 
hee might as well have held his peace, and ſaid 
nothing ; for what is this, bnt cobuild caſtels in 
the aire; to tell us of a man, that ſhould be blef- 
ſed; when there never was inthe world, nor 
ever (hall bee, any ſuch man 2: and ſo by the 
courſe he takes; blefſednefſe muſt eirher fall co 
the King,by eſcheate, for wane of a right heire : 
or at leaſt, Cedere primo occupant}, for want of a 
lawfull claimer. But the Prophet had more 
knowledge ; than theſe men are aware of : hee 
had read the Chronicles; and found there, many 


ſuch men,upon record : Abel, Emoch, Noah, Abre- | 


ham, Samnel; many others. And fince his time, 
weour ſelyes find many recorded for ſuch men: 
Hezeki#:h and Toſias, Kings of 1uda; _— 
Eliſabeth of later time : It is therefore, 
meere ſcandall; befſednefſe can neyer want an 
heire, for in all ages paſt, there have beeneſach 
men ; and by Gods grace, are many ſuch at this 
day; and ſhall be many ſuch, in the ages to 
come, as long, as the world ſhall laſt: forthe 
Divell muſt not have all ; God will have his 
Congregation ; and that maſt confiſt of ſuch, 
as are here deſcribed; A Congregatjon of the 
Righteous. | 

And now wee may ſay, the Prophet hath 
plaid, asit were, his prize; he hath ſer a ſpell 
co all poſteriry, for a perfe@ deſcription: For, 


ra 


though ſome may thinke, that Xezophon, in his 


G2 inſtruction} | 
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| inſtruſtion of C37953 and Cicers in his deſcripti- 

' on of gn Orarour, have beene his equalls; yer 

ler the matter be examined fairely ; and wee 

ſhall find,that the Prophet here, ina few plaine 
words, hath made a perfecter godly man ; than 

eicher Xexophowa Prinee, or Cicero an Oratour , 

with all their long elaborate diſcourſes. 

The Prophet ſet bleſſed, as ic were, a ſigne, 
atthe entrance of his Pſa/me: and where bleſ- 
ſed, is hang out for afigne;z wes might be ſure, 
rofindea godiy:man within: and fo, hee hath 
well quitted himſe}fe, of the firſt pare of his 
Propoſition, in(hewing us, what a godly man 
is : and now, if hee can quit himſclfe as well,of 
cheſecond part,in ſh-wing uz,that he is bleſſed : 
wee ſhall then ſay, hee hath cruely played: his 
rize indeede ; and worthily deſervesto be cal- 
ed, the godly manschampion : For, in ſo do- 
ing, hee ſhall ſer a more glorious crowne up- 
on agodly mans head; than that which Sorel 
ſertupon his. xzee 3s bleſſed; ard bee fall be like 
4 Fees | | 

But here by the way, wee may obſerve a 
Grammaticall difference,which the Prophet in- 
| timates, betweene bleſſednefle, and godlineſſe. 
| For, toblefiednefſe hee aſſignes bur onely two 
Tenſesor Times; a preſent Tenſe; Hee is Meſ- 
ſed, and a furure; hee hall be like & tree, Pre- 
cerperfe@ Tenſe ; hee «ffiznes none : for in- 
deed, Fuiſſe felicem miſerrimum eſt ; and to ſay. 
Fuimns Tree, is as much as to ſay, wee are not 
now. Thatwhich is paſt; is dead in Time ; 
and 
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and in the body ct true happineſſe; there muſt 
be z there canbe,no dead fleth. But cogodli- 
neſſe, he aflignes three Tenſesor Times : A 
Preterperfedt renſe ; 7het bath walked. is the 


light 3s in the Law of the Lord: and aFucure ; Is 
hit Law bee will exerciſe himſelfe ; for, godlinefle 
13a habir; andcannotbe had, but by oftenre- 


time paſt, doe not prompt and give example 
co the preſent ;, and the preſent cothe farure; 
wee may. haye flaſh?s of godlinefſe ; but a 
'|true habic of godlineſſe , wee can never 


have. 
And here now the Prophet begins ro ſhew 


phet : ali-he had ſaid before; he might haye 
ſpoken, as a Docour of the Law ; for they 
were but caveats, and informations to godli- 
neſſe : This hee. ſpeakes now; hee d not 
ſpeake,bur as a Propher;for he comes to ſpeake | 


the godly, and of the wicked), in the times 
hereafter. And this, neither DoQour of Law ; 
nor yet Aſtrologer, nor any humane Arciſt 
could doe, bur onely a Prophet of God. And 
wee may not the lefſe believe him becauſe hee 
ipeakes of future things, which co mans under- 
ſtanding are alwaies uncertaine - ſeeing hee 
ſpeakes it not, as of himſelfe : oras having 
learned it of men, but he ſpeakesir, as raught 


counſel of the ungodly : a Preſent renle ; kir de-| 


peticion and reireration of actions; thar if the | 


| himſelfe aPropher ;-and co ſpeake like a Pros | 


of things tocome ; and what ſhall become of } 


by God: with whom, all future things are pre- 
: G23. ſent; | 
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ſenc; alt things co come, as come already. For, 
theſe Prophets of God, had as I may ſay, per- 
@ive-glaſſes, given them by God: in which 
could fee c afarre of; and farreoff, 
both in place and time : - and wee may bee al- 
lowed, to call them Glafles ; ſeeing themſelves 
were called videates, ſeers; as ſeeing the things 
they were to ſpeake ; and then Prophers, Fore 
rellers; as communicating that to others, which 
in their Glaſſes, they ſaw themſelves. And as 


' themſelves were called Yidentes,ſeers; ſo their 


worke or faculty , was calle 
and yer in this there was 


not eyery prediction of a Prophet, was called 
viſio, avifion ; 'barſach onely , ascame wi: h 
joyfull ridings : for when they came wich 
eavy newes, it was not properly called vi/fio,a 
viſion; bur 08%, a burthen ; andonr Prophet 
here fings both canes ; he hath 2ifiovews, a vi- 
godly ; and Oexs , aburthen pre- 
ſently after ; for the wicked: bat he els his 
viſion 2 his newes firſt ; andrhis ir is; 
A godly man ſbell be likg a tree. 

Bur is this ſach good newes for a godly man? 
muſt this bee the height of a godly mans ex- 
pres tobe like a Tree ? will the Propher 

e us thus; make ns take ſuch paines for god- 
linefſe, and beare us all this while in hand; thar 
by being godly, wee ſhall bee happy ;, and now 
usto no berter, a happinefſe, than ro bee 
like a Tree? if hee would needs uſe a fimili- 
tude, could hee by hisglafſe, make no berrer 


d, Viſio, orſeeing : 
diſtintion * For, 


2 22507 EE z choice, 
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choice ;or is a godly mans happineſſe no berter 
worth, than to liken him toa Tree? a Tree, 
which growes out of the earth; andcreepes 


into the Earth? a Tree, that isexpoſed to wind 
and weather? a Tree, that is ſubie& towormes 


 [andcankers? a Tree,that forall irs being plan- 


red by the water, is ſureat laſt, rocome ro the 
fire2 But we muſt not wich our ignorance, lay 


chadonizer ; that he was likened to Lacifer , the 
morning ſtarre> Or , what more did Chriſt 
expreſſe of the Kingdome of heaven, by com- 
paring ir coa pearle; then by comparing it, to 
a graineof Muſtard ſeed ?) bur it is the good 


ſuch good qualities, we ſhall finde fo many in 
a Tree; that happinefſe may chinke'ir ſelfe 
happy, to be compared to it, For, was it nota 
rree, thar bore che Fruite of life, in the Garden 
of Eden ? was it nota Tree, that borethe Lord 
of life, in the field of Gokothe? Ohappy Tree; 
well worthy to be made the fimilitude of onr 
happinefſe, which was the inſtrument to pro- 
cure our happinefſe, But wee need notgoe fo 
farre, to ſhew the worth of the compariſon ; 
there are circumſtances enow , in a Tree ir 


ſelfe; that may ſufficiently iuſtifie the Prophers 
choice. For, though s Tree, bee bar duſt in, 
ſubſtance; and haye the lower part fixed in 

the | 


—— —_ 


aſpertion upon the Prophets knowledge - (for, | 
ic is not the worthineſſe of the ſubject in a fi- | 
milicade, that dignifies the thing, that is com» | 
pared to it; For, what honour was it toNebx- | 


qualiries, 'in which they fimpathize': andof | 
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7 will nor ſerve todoe it; but as before, hee deli- 


| make his Gmilicude. Foryir isnota;Tree; that 


be found i in every Tree ; the Propher here, ſets 
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the earth; yer icriſeth above the earth ; and. 
hath boughes and branches aſpiring cowards 
heaven $ transformed into a fabſtance , as 
choug h they were no earth , exprefling plaine- 
ly the condirion of the godly : 3 who though 
they bee of earthy mould, and:dwell in hou- 


intothe Image of Chriſt: 4d to have their bodies 
evade like, to bis gloriows body- 
{Bur this is a common reſemblance, chat may 


wy 


his Fimilitude cloſer upon a godly man , than: 


that Ex quovis ligno fiat Mercurias © every Tree 


vered certaine charaQers, toknow whata god- | 


ly-man 
toknow-what kinde of Tree it-is,/\that muſt 


gowecs up wildely of it ſelfe ; as having no 
other education but nature ; bur it is planted 
by an artificial! hand ; and as it were civilized 
by cranſplanting..: Andir isnot planted, a- 
mong{trocky cliftesz where it may bechoak'd 
with dronth x and where it muſt eate ſtones;or 


|elſe be ſtarved : butit is planced by the waters | 


ez where.ic hath drinketo its meare 53 and 
herech ſoile is made ſupple, co give che 
dily , both paſſage and nouriſhment. 
Andie a barren vaine-glorious Tree,that 
ma aſhew ; and is nothing bur words, 


as bearing nothing but leafes - bur it is a juſt 
per- 


(es of clay ; yettheir aſpiring i is ro heaven, 
and rheir confidence is,-to bee transformed | 


| þ 


15; So here, he delivers certaine marks, 
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| 
performing tree ; that fullowes his leafes with 
fruic; as a juſt mans deeds doe follow his words. 
Neither is ir, an unſeaſonable tree, that brings 
forth abortive fruitesz and ſets our teeth on 
edge, with ſourenefle z bur ir goes the full time 
our, and nouriſherth the fruic ap, ciil ic hach! 
gotren ſweetnefſe by maturity ; and raſtes moſt 
pteafantly : 'and that wee may know it, tobeno' 
ordinary tree; the very leafes continue ſtill, 
and doe not wither. 
Bur what marcer is it, when the fruit is ga-! 
thered ; whether the leafes continue ſtill, or 
no? For, the worke the leafes come about; is | 
bur to defend the buds; and co keepe the young | 
fruirs, from che violence of the Sunge and wind; 
and when they have ſeene them broughcnp; 
and come to aripe ag*, that they can ſhift for 
themſelves; the leafes rhen may take their 
leaves; as wee ſee them fall away, by one and 


There are, perhaps, ſome barren trees, that 
beare no fruit; and theſe ſometimes have leafes 
continuing ſtill; and hanging on,both Summer 
and Winter, as if they ſtajed wairing for im- 
ployment; and looking ſtill, when froics would 
bud forth ; bur with as idle an expeRation, as 


their Mefſias : but this is not the caſe of oar 


cauſe they are (till in office : for our tree beares | 
fruitcontinaally z and rherefore hath needs of 
leates continually ; when one fraitis ripe and 

'H gones 
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the Jewes ftand waiting for the comming of | 
leafeshere, which therefore continae ſtill, be | 
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| dantsupon the truics, 


|{and where hath che 'eree, any reſemblance ot 
|happinefie in any ching hari 
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anorher is greene -nd commingon; and 
: the leaves, which are necdfary arten- 
as long as there are 
fruits, thac need attendants, cannot be diſchar- 
ged, and therefore doe nor wither. And yer, 


Mr had a turther reaſon, why 
e would give the lcafe, a place in the fimili- 
wmdeof agodly 


mans happineſic ; + Gai Shots 
was the firſt Angell of liberry, tothe priſoners 
nent" 


their miner AS: C ecame 

che ightof a leafe ; andif ic hadnortbeen 

Pork the tyrannizing waters, would have 
more kept theic mindes inchedarke, than their 
bodies in the Arke ; and have drowned them 
wich deſpaire, when they couldnor, with their 


waves: and when the waters overcame allorher 
creames, borth'men and beaſts; yer the leafe 


| continged 19999 args the tree, andovercams 
the and asit periſhednor,m the Inan- 
| Safe wins z no more ſhall ic wicher. 


op of the world. 
Bur whac efle can agodly man expe&t 


fromehils fimilieude of atree? For, he can have 


mat I fimiliende will afford? he can 
looke formomore,;than the tree harhirfeite ; 


1$shere exprelt? Ir 
_— pn mr Am rage 
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ih 


Boar proprin 
for, what good is ir to the tree, to bring forth 
fruic, for others cogather ? For fo, the tree ſhall 
be no happier than a Bee,thar makes Honey 1n- 
| deed; bur for others to cate; a godly man ſhall 
be no happier than a Sheepe ; that beares wooll 
indeed, bur for others ro ſheare ; and for any 
thing appeares yet, a goo'y man, by chis fimili- 
eude, is like to loſe his happineſſe. Buethe Pro- 
phet cannot be ſo much miſ-raken rhe fimili- 
eude therefore, would be better look'd into : 
For, there is f.eſicitas wedii; and felicitas fimie 

there is felicites vie; and felicites potrie ; nd 
| chis tree indeede, enjoyes them all : It hath in 
this life, f.elicitatew evedi#; and felettorers vis ; 
in being planted by the waters fide: for, this 
moiſtens, cooles, cleanſes ; and gives an ecafie 
and a happy pafſageto the journies end. Itſhall 
have inthe life hereafter, ſetcitetems finie ;, and 
felcitatew pati1 in bringing forth frulrz for 
' | chis ſhall nor be, as the Bee makes Hony, for 
beares wool, 
ic ſhall be, for 


1 20w ; Towy joy ſhall be full; there is pens 
=_: Wa int ke Neto tals i 

you; there is ſecurs felicitar: and now the 
phet, neednor be aſhamed of chooſing his fi- 
milfende : the nin, DI RSTSOITnY 


: 
#7; and chis, but Bounrn allewnes ;, 


of lofing his happinefſe. | 
: | : H 2 — Bur] i 
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| roore ; for in 


EE ce 


; 


Bur is it nor ſtrange, to ſee how contrary the 
Prophet proceeds here, to our expeCting ? for 
when he propounded his ſimilitude of a tree: | 


boughes, whichare the bigheſ parts, and com- 
monly beare the ripeſt fruits, and hee beginnes 
cleane contrary, at the loweſt part ; ar the yery 

ced, although the roote be nor 
(eeneof men; and have nooutward glory; yet 
iristhe roore, that gives the praiſe to the tree : 
it is the roote, the tree may thanke, for all he is 
worth : For, though che branches bring: the 
fraits,yerthey are but meſſengers : itis the root 


. |cie of the Sunne; bur.it can worſe ſpare, the | 
moiſtning of thewarer ; for death hath a ſpighr. 


that ſends them ; . and indeed, it there benort s 
rooteof Humility ; and that roote planted by 
Grace; the aſpiring boughes, are bar ſprigs of 
pov z and will never bring forth, the fruit of 
KOTY® + 

Wee looked hee ſhould have ſer onr tree, if 
not in Torrida Zoxe,in the yery fire; yetatleaſt, 
in ſome ſanny place, as it were by the fires ſide; | 
and hee. ſers ir, cleane contrary, bythe waters 


fide : For indeed/;a tree feares T Ra a much, 
as want of moiſture: ir can ill ſpare the radian- 


'wee looked, he ſhould have begunneart the top]. 


atnothing ſo much inany thing, as at the bumi- 
we redicale; the naturall moiſture ; Hee kills 
more with che drowth of too lictle moiſture ; 
than with the drowth of roo mach heac or 
For, this is « dart, which death hath 
nature, all his other darts are from vio- 


lence; ' 


_ 
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lence; and.chough che water bee exrernall to 
the Treez yer when ic enters and moyſtens 


not be the leaſt reaton , why the Prophet ſets 
the Tree, which is our ſymbole of ecernall life, 
by the waters ſide , ſeeing the water ,. ſeemes 
che moſt productive element of life ; as that, 
which produced the firſt living creatures, thar | 
were in the world ;, although we may raiſe our 
choughts yet higher ;, and remember, there are 
waters as well above che Firmament; as under | 
the earth ; andrhere indeed, muſt the Tree be 


planted,rhat ſhall bring forth rhe truite, of our 


expected happineſle. | 
We looked, he ſhould have ſer our Tree, like: 


the roote ; it becomes radicall. And it may | 


the Trees of Edea;with preſent fraics, hanging 
upon them; and he calkes of tarrying the time, 
till che Tree bring chem forth : forindeed our 
Edes is paſt ; there was at firſt, no time there , 
& therefore the fruics there, were got children; 
of rime: but as ſoone borne , as rheir parents, 
the Tree: but we are in a, world of time :. our | 
Tree will beare no. fruit, bur by the helpe of 
timezandno helpe of time neither, till the ful- 
nefſe of time come; and thar is onely in him, 


— 
— 


who came in the fulnefſe of tim? : For,Chrilt| 


is our time; andour fulnefſe of time will bee, | 
when wee ſhall mzere Chriſt, full in the airez 


and bee taken with him into the. new Edes, | 


where rime ſhall bee no more 5 and where our 
Tree fhall bring forth frait in chePreſent tenſe, | 


rerperfe&renſe. || 


which ſhall never fade intoPre! 
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godly ; and not rarher 


Bur ſeeing the Prophecr 


| make chaffea fimilirnde of the wicked ; why 


would-he rake a Tree, for his fimilitade of the 
plainer oppoſt 7 as Chai, iii 

on ? and as ecmes | 
berrer adyiſe did take it afterwards ? 
ND be tooke wheate for a promnne 
the godly, bur coanother purpoſe; the pu e 
of the Prophet here, is ro (hew ; the grear di- 
' ſtance that ſhall bee of glory, 'betweene the 
godly, and che wicked: and in the points of 


, we ſhall finde che wheare, tocomefarre 
tobe farre inferioar toa Tree, For, 


the n riſe Ernodrg'e- etit 
er eqs of way bf Bot it 
was caft inco the I tee Trends 


licele ſmall ſeed, apo © ſubſtance, that 
oneconld never haye expeted , ſuch an iflae, 
for ſuch a parent. Ko. 4a criſe 
flouriſhing up;yer icriſerh but roa eight 
SHINS eveithe earch cootmch, and a- 
fraid to oo farre from the roote; 'bur che 


Tree I neONS IS Ear ay ſcarce 


png = ing 


u 
SEE ron 
| Fail riſeth bur to a ſlender ſmall ſtalke; 
and trembles at the voice of the 


winks, bar rhe dre ct: a vaſte and 


ear (oornes'the 
» though ir riſe 


— a — 


of che 
wind 
flonri- 
thing 


———_— 


meanr afrerwards, to 
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| thargrow our of earth, comes neereſt toever= 


| laſtingneſle. 


| this Treegis crue,and more trueofa godly 


|rhis Tree; 
| by Adam, a naturall man; a godly man is plan- 


= 


Wn =0= 


|burby ſprings from he earth 4. a godly 


ſhing up, it is quickly downe againe:if ir be nor 


in ſammer, itdicsin winter : but the 
Tree is a laſter for many ages; and of all things, 


And now;if we cannot chooſe butthinke ic a 
blefſedching,tobe ſucha Tree:wecannotas lit- 
tle chooſe but chinke ira bleſſed thing ,to bee a| 
godly man ; for whatſoever is ſeenc or aid of 
man. 
Hee is more fixt and immoveable than this 
Tree ; for, where this Tree is rooted bur in 
the earth ; a godly man is founded upon a 


| upon tbe 1. P/alme, ij 


Rocke. He is by abetter Gardner, than 
r where this Tree is planted bur 


red by Pex; or rather,as Chriftfaith, by Gad 
himſelfe. He is moiſtned with:better warers, 
than thistree ; for where this Tree s watered, 
man js 
watered with the dew.of heaven : he riſech to 
a greater height , than this Tree : forwhere, 
this Tree is.(tintedin itsrifingand ftaiesin.the 
aire ; a godly manriſerth up,and never ſtaieseull 
hee come at heaven. Hee beares more fraite,|| 
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| be ſands i in the ſea ; 
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e is inſeaſon , to all erernity. 
e ſimilitude ofa Tree,is fafficiently juſti- 


fied; bur why would the Prophet exprefle 


happineſſe; by any ſimilicnde ar all ? and not 
deliver it ratherin che very ſubſtance? why 
would he not,” rather tellus, whac it is ; than 
whar it is like? May weenot bee boldto ſay, 
becanſe ir was more, than hee cond doe? For 
ſeeing the happineſſe of a godly man is ſuch, 
 asHeichereye hath ſeene; noreare heard : cer- 


Z eaimely- it is : fach alſo, as neither words can ex- 


prefſe, nor rongue utter, Andifwee ſhould 
heape ap words apon words : laying Peliox 
npon'O/ Fs.and making monnraines of volumes; 

yer wee ſhould neyer bee able to expreſſe the 
happinefſe, ordained by God for godly men, 
If che happinefſe conſiſted of finite parts, wg, 
were a ſtinted thing, either in number , or 
icude or continuance; we might by che 
helpe of Arichmeticke and Geomerry,exprefſe 
ie perhaps in ſome proportion, bur ſeeing ic 

conſiſts of parts, in number, innamerabſe; in 


| maghirade, infinite : o continuance, eternall : 


what man'of arr; w rnb yn can now 
come neere it ? 'Or if the ha 
continge, bur ſo many thouſa 


inefſe were to 


this werea vaſt, 
prehenſible exrenfion of time, yet ic 
were bac a continuance , that wonld not con 
nuez there would one Gy beeanend : bur 
181th eternal); 


© Ar re ms 47 
L *. 
a”. 


ys Beattrs: what Hire of heaven) ; 


EIT 


* 
Rn 


X gy Irs Vw FOI. a td 


yeeres as there | 


at 


-what | 


upon the 1. Pſaime, 
what ſands of the ſeaz can now be counters 
enow to ſumme ir. And now tell me,it the Pro- 
phet were not well adviſed, to make uſe of a fi- 
milicade?bur cell me rather,if godly men be nor! 
well adviſed, to make ute of godlinefe? rell me | 
if wicked men, be not 1] adviſed, tomake ac-! 
count of vanities? Oh! cell me, it the Serpent; 
be nota Divell: the fleſh a craitour : the world, | 
an Impoſtour : thar tor pleaſures of ſinne, nor 
worth the ſpeaking of ; would make us to for- 
feit this unſpeakeable happinefle. | 
Bug now to conſider ic in Allegory ; what 
may wee thinke, 1s meant by this cree ? Is ic 
not the tree, figured by the tree of life, in the 
Garden of Edes? And what by this planting? 
our ingraftng into Chriſt, And what by this 
waters fide? che water that was ſhed out of 
Chriſts fide. And what by this fruit? our ever- 
laſting Reppin. And what by theſe leafes ? 
the leafe of a conſcience; and the leafe 
of a good fame. For a good conſcience never 
withers; bur accompanies a godly man, to ano» ; 
ther world: and a good fame never withers; 
but 10 memoriaeterns erit juſins, And what by 
the time? when time isno more. For time 1s 
but the meaſure of motion and mutation, but 
happinefſe hath nothing ro doe with theſe, 
and therefore nothing to doe wich time ; her 
eime 1s eternity. VEL. 
And indeed, is itnot ſtrange, that men who 
haveour lived yeſterday; ſhould think there can 
bejhappineſle where there istime? For, let = | 
wi: : I y 
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day paſt, be ſpent in all rhe pleafores of rhe 


grey —"——_ 


| long white roabe; long, for durablenefſe, and 
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z 'yet whar 1s yeſterday ro us today? and 
what will to day, be to us ro morrow ? and 
ſo, the daics of happineſſe, ſhould come at 
laſt, tobeall loſt, and beno more to as, chan 
if they never had beene ours. Wherein true 
happinefe, coday is to us, as it was yeſterday ; 
and to morrow will be as it is to day; and 
what wee are now, wee ſhall be for ever. Time 
and are things incompatible : For, 
happineſſe o j17 rEN ; time alwajes in mura- 
tion: for, what is rime, but a very changeling ; 
orrather, makes yery changelings of ns? Ir is- 
long of time, that wee continue not long in 
one ſtare; it is alwates bringing ſome new 
thing ; bar ever carries away moreof the old; 
it rannes over all chings, but never tarries with 
any z wee cinnor ſee it, till ir be gone out of 
fight; and by this onely, we find it harhbeene 
here, becauſe we find not that here, which hath 
beene. The happineſſe of this Hife, is like 7o- 
ſephe evar, party colonred ; to exprefſe yariable- 
nefſe; amixcare of weale and woe; bur turnes 


kedmen may have: therrae heppinefle, isio a 


whire, forjoyfulnefe; and rhis keepes theco- 
tour fill; and is onely to be had im Heaven : 
For there this changeling cime, ſhall nor be 
ſaſfered;'co come; to fer diverſity of colours 


 ypon oarroabe of happineſſe, 
' Andnow;ifany man asxkefor happinefſe, here 
| gs It 
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at laſt, all ro « ſtaine ; and foch fe, wic- | 
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{ ſide, Bartisnot this rather, todeale hardly with 


| ficient, tocommand our afſent? bur ſince wee | 
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itis : itgrowes upon the ree of godlinefſe: bur 
though ic have its beginning, and, as it were, ies 
blooming, in this life : yer itcomesnot toirs 
growth, till another life ; this prefene world, is | 
coo cold a climate, to bring icto ripeneſle ; it 
' muſt have the Sunne to ſhine more direAly up- 
on it; wee have here ſpeey Reiz but ſhall not 
have Res ſpe; till wee come to fee the blefled 


face of Gad : For, this indeed, is the true Sun, 
that onely can bring the fruir of this tree, ta its 


fullmaturity. 
| Butisnatthishard dealingin the Prophecyto | 
make us promiſe, of a preſent poſſeſſion of bleſ- 
ſednefſe;and now turne us off, with liecle more, | 
than abarereverſion? Wilt he be ſoa Propher, 
asthar hee will be no more than a Prophet; cell 
us onely of things to come : and nor keepe his 
word, in things preſent? Ir was his ſaying ar 
the very firſt, that a godly man isblefſed : and 
ſeeing hee choughr , to fay icthen, wee 
looke he ſhould make it good, and ſhew it now : 
For,as yet, there appeares bur lictle, romake ir 
| appeare, that thegodly are in thislife, any more 
blefſed, than the wicked : and if any advantage 
be; it ſeemes to molt men,tobe of the wickeds 


the Prophet? to put him to his for 
every word hee ſpeaks ? ast the wordof 
a Prophet, were not of it ſelfe,an authority ſuf 


durthiem 


are fo hard of beliefe - ar leaſt, 


cordie ; let itbe confidered; that Is 
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| ing bleſſed. A wicked man may have many,per- 


| 


| difference, berween having of blefſings;and — 


haps, very many bleffings; and yer,it ſhall never 
be truely faid of him,thar he is blefled : For who 
doubts, bat that firengeh and beaury; riches and 
honors,are bleſſings and the good gitrs of God: 
and all theſe, and many more than cheſe,a man 
| may have ; and yet walke in the counſell of che 
angodly ; ard ſtand in the way of finners; and 
fit in the chaire of ſcorners; and hee that doth 
ſuch rhings, the Prophet would haye us know - 
though hee be as ſtrong as Sampſos; though as 
— as Abſalon ;, thoogh as rich as Salomon. 
h as full of bleſſings as the world can make 
him ; yet he cannor be bleſſed. Such things may 
enticle men, Benedi3, perhaps , bur nor Beat: 
or if Begti, it is bur folſo clamore, the true bleſ- 
ſedneſſe, is no where found growing : 3 NOT can 
any where be made ro grow, but onely upon 
thisrree of godlinefſe. And therefore, you ſhal] 
never heare any ſuch word to come from Devsd; 
asto ſay, blefſed are therich; orbleſſed are che 
hononrable, and great men 'of the world ; bur 
all his blefſedneſſe,i isever with fomerelation or 
other, unto eodlinefſe. 5 - are they whoſe ſeas 
arefo : here nodlineſſe eis madeJegitimate. 
Bleſſed bs he, 'whows the Lord chaſtezeth : here god- 
linefſe,isfer roSchoole. Bleſſ'd are they , who watke 
kw the Low of Lord: here godlineſſe, is ar itgex- 
erciſez' Bleſſed is the man that ron fidercth the poore - 
t1-re godlineſſe i is making apurchaſe, Bleſſed uc he, 


2 ini 4 in the Lord: here godlinefſe, 4 
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| For bleſſed are ye, nhen men raileuponyou, and re- 


| & yet be perfe? ſhould want bleſsings,and yer | 
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kinde or other; or bleſsednes never, in any 
kinde whatſoever : Not all the ſmithes of 
gipt - nor all the remporall bleſs1mgs, of the 


tarne the key ; or the doore of bleſsednes ; 
The gare, forthe King of glory toenter , will 
never be opened. | 

And as a man may have many bleſſings; and 


Hee may want, the riches of worldly pompe , 
and yet bee bleſsed : For Bleſſed are the poore in 
ſpirit; and this was Devids Caſe with Michot, He 
may want a quiet lite ; and yer bee bleſsed ; for 
Bleſſed are they, that are perſecuted for righteouſnes 
ſake : and this was Devids caſe, with Sauf: Hee | 
may want good report ; andyet beebleſsed ; 


ile you; and this was Devidr caſe wich: Shime, 
Bar isnot this ſtranze,that a man ſhculd want, 


be perf:&ly bleſied? Indeed,no more ſtrange, 
than that Ada” ſhould looſe one of his ribbes, 
and yet continue a perfect body (till. For theſe 
cemporall bleſſings, are toa godly man, /as the 
ribbe was to 4dam.of which Eve was made ; not 
ſaperflaous to him, when he had ir; nor making 


ti. 


| 


him defeRive, when hee wanted ic; and (oare 
all cemporall bleſſings; not ſuperfluous! to'a 
godly man, ro have them, becauſe he can make | 
good uſe of having them : Nor making him 


iscaken ſanctuary - and ſo godiines ever, in one | 


world, will ſerve the curne z Godlineſse muſt | 


yetnot be bleſsed : ſo,he may want many bleſ- | 
[ſings ; andneverthelefſe, bee Fans y bleſsed. 
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uſe of wantingethem. And this, perhaps, 
[pv St, Pewvl to ſay, Icon wont : 6nd 7 
cas abound ;as much as101ay, | can have aribbe 
more.or aribleſse;;and yerin both eftatescon- 
tinue perfect ſtill, Og 
Bur i$ic not then , that we are all chis while 
 miſtakenin blefſednes ? and char, David hath fer 
agloſſe upon ir,tomake useſteem more highly 
of it, than there is cauſe ? ſeeing Chriſt who 
knew bleflednesberter chan Dovid; proclaimes 
ir openly, chat they are blefſed, thar mourne - 
| and furely; mourning can make but an unto- 
| ward nefſe. For what is mourning, bat 
a deploring of miſery? That tofay , they are 
bleſſed thar mourne ; is all one,as to fay; T 
are blefled, that are miſerable : and fo, bleſ- 
_ | ſednefſe, no ſuch goodly thing, as David goes 
abour to make ns thinke it. But it is not, that 
wee miſtake blefſednefſe ; the miſtaking is, in 
miſtaking Chriſts ſpeaking of blefſednefle: For 
Ehriſt ſaith not, They are Bleſſed thes monrne : 
becauſe they mourne ; bur becauſe they ſhall bee 
. The blefſednefſe confifts in the com- 
forting, not in the-mourning : and not all nei- 
ther that mourne ſhall be comforred-; for theo, 
the damnedin hell; and even the divell him- 
felfe, chen whom there is nor a greater mour- 


ners. ſhoald comear laſt; (as ſome haveerred 
to 


= )co have their ſhare in comfore. Bar 
mourning,is in defpaire, and nopon wrong 
eanſes ; They onsly ſhall be comforted , char 


__mourne 
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defeQtive ro want them; becauſe he can make 
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mOourne upon juſt cauſe, and that in hope : and 
ſach are onely the Saints on earth ; who 
mourne for the Bride-groomes departing from 
them ; and cry with S*, Paw/ - 1 
diffeived,, «nd 19 be with Chriſt. | Indeed com- 
forcing, is ro mourning, a plaine relative. , 


ning is; there can be no comforting : for whar 
is comforcing,bur a wiping away of cearesfrom 
the'eyes :and how can reares bee wiped away, 
if there beno teares to wipe away ? and ſeeing, 
the haly Ghoſt (the authour of all bleſſednefle) 
is the Comforcer;and no comforting, whereno 
mourning : It followes,that where no mour- 
ning no holy Ghoſt;and where no haly Ghoſt, 
no blefiednefſe. Therefore, Bleſſed ar: they that 
amourne, for they ſhell bee comforted. And ſo, be- 
rweene Chriſt and David; there witibe foand, 
butchis difference : that Devid ſeemes'to con- 
fider godlineſſe, as a Iabilee ; and therefore 
expreſlieth it, by ddlighting in the Law of God: 
and exerciſing in it: bat Chriſt ſeemes to con- 
ſider it as a funerall; and therefore exprefles ic 
by momaing ;. asby which, a godly man ,- is 
crucified tothe world ; and the world tohie. 
Andindeed, this Inbilee, and this funerall; 
muſt both meere, in agodly man, or there 
will noc-bee « podlineſſe, that can produce a 
| blee&dnes: bur where theſe rwo meete.; nnd 
kiſſeeach other ; there the deliglning/in the 
Law of God. ; will cauſe a mourningfor'our 
finncs ;zandthe mourning for aur finnes, will 


—_— A... 


— — — 


— 


dejire to bee | 


andcannot be withour it; for, where no mour- | 


— 


| 


cauſe | 


Mn 
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cauſe ajoy in the holy Ghoit ; thac we may be 
confident to ſay , we have a comfortable bleſ | 


holy Ghoſt, the comforter. Andnow, if any | 
man ſlight this joy, 8s not deſerving the name 
of bleflednes'; Is1r not, becauſe hee feeles ic 
not in himſelfe? for without being felt; it is 
not poſlible, ro bee underſtood : bur hee thar 
feeles ic, and underſtands it 5 will finde, this 

joy, tobe that Tewell, which the wiſe Mer- 


wailer it a man, to enjoy the whole world and to 
want this joy? For, this joy is not an influ- 
ence from the ſtarres : which yer can doe great 


icis an influence , from that ſpiric, which mo- 
ved upon the waters, before the ſtarres were 
made; and is onely able ſtill, ro move up- 
on the waters, and co remove the waters of a 
weeping ſoule. Itis a ioy, begotren in our 
hearts, by motion of the holy Ghoſt ; which 
movingupon the waters, of a true repentance; | 
workes in us the joy of this affurance; that wee 


II_ 


| 


God the tather. Which joy, was:rhoughe:ſo| 
grear, when time was; thatno Meſſenger, was 
thought fic, to bring the newesof ir; butan 


#f great joy : and great indeed it mult needs be, 
an Angell cals great: thar ſcarcely would 
tewhole earth,great : and ſeeing S*, Pawl 
exhorts us,to Rejozee evermore:We may know the 
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| ſednes; ſeeing wee have the bleſſing of the | 


chant ſold allthat he had, /ro buy : For what «- | 


wonders, for breeding joy in the world: bur| 


havean Advocate and Intercefſour for us, with | 


Angell from heaven. Behold, I bring you tidiwg: | 


"2 / ioy | 


In © 
wg f 


—_— 


| 
| 


| awd be merciful unto thee : The Lord lift hit cous- 


cempeſts andcalmes; in all ations and paſſions; | 


ſednefſe? For, there is a bleflednefle of the Law; 
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joy,tobe exceeding great,that can make us able, 
co hold oat r« joycing, ſo long together, in all 


joy enough co maintainea feaſt of rejoycing, all | 


our life long. And then, if this joy, can make a | 
blefſedneſſe : (as certainly a greater cannot be| FH 
hadon earth) and none partakers of ir, but the 
godly ; wee muſt needes confeſſe, the Propher 
had great reaſon, to make it hischallenge ; and 
har in the preſent Tenſe : A godly man is 
bleſſed. | 
And will not this bleſsednefſe appeare yer} | 
plainer; if we conſider the divers forts of bleſ- | 


—_— 


and this was delivered by Moſes: whodelive- | 
ring the Law, but in /#era, delivers a bleſſed- WO 
neſs bur in cortice: Blefſed ſhalt thou be in the | 
field : and blefled in the Ciry : blefſed ſhall be | 
the fruic of thy body ; and the fruicof thy cat- | | 
rell 8c. Thereis a blefſedneffe of Gracezandthis | [ 
was delivered by 4aron;who being the Miniſter 
of our atonement with God, delivers a blefled- 
nefſe, in this aronement : The Lord bleſſe thee, and 
keepe thee, The Lord make his face to ſhine upon thee, 


fenance upon thee and give thee peace. And there is a 
bleſſednefſe of Glory;and this was delivered by 
Chriſt; who being himſelfe, the perfection of 
blefſedneſſe , delivers a blefſednefle in perfei- 


| 


| 


- (theſe divers forts of A at laid on 


| 


on: Come zee beſſed of avy Father, inhberite a King- 

polar.» now, that wee hav 
c 

fore } | 
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— | frtns ; whichof them, may wee thinke, was 


_ |isim 
| bleſGags) bach commonly proved, but awreex 


— nponby David ; in faying, Bleſſed 3; the 
weve? Not Avwſerhis bleſfſednefſe ; ex gre is 
rooimperfeR : nor yer Chriſts blefſednefle ; for 
that is tov confurnmare; Moſer his bleſſednefſe 
7 For, Gold (one of the beſt, of his 


Toloſorrs ; ominous rothe owners, and apt to 
bring rhew ro utter fume; ar moſt ro bleſ- 
Kdnefſt jt hath never beenebur neutral] : onely 
as a cypher in Arithmeticke; no value.but from 
the g itz for if it be placed in a godly 
z it ſerves in ſwbfdinm virtutis; 2nd miy 
prove 's meanes, for mgmenration of blefſed- 
mſe: but fir fall to be the forof the wicked , 
itis but i»-e8fvrt vitieres ; and feryes bur 3» 
© rp en my for an entation of 

fery. And « Moſerhis bleffednefſe, iscooim- 
perfett:: © Chriſts blefſednefſt, is rooconſam- 
tires for the bleffed face of God, (In which. 
| ieſecneſſ chiefely conſiſts) is no fir ob- 


$8, wifich now he itsnort ; andus, ce- 
paces, winch now weearenors, re Wee can 
ariveat the haven of thatblefiednieffe. And fo, 
his blefednefſe being ſaſpendeds and 
Chriſts bleffednes,nor yer to be expeRed:what 
temains,batthat we lay holdon Aarozs bleſſed» 


thize, endfoire well, with thisof David + For, 
Aron biefſedneffe, is x confidencefin Gods mer- 
cy, forremillion of ſiancs ; and a peace of con- | 


ſcience, 


nefle , and his, indeed, we thall find ro f-mpa- | 


ED a 


| 


| 


e eyes: God muſt make him- | 


upon the v. Pſatme. 
ſcience, in being ar peace wich God, in Chriſt. 
| And it isno wrong to Heroes peace, toadde, in 
Chriſt; for though Acros expreſle ic not, as 
ſpeaking ic, but in figure : yer wee may well 
thinke, he underſtandsit, as meaning it in ſub- 
ſtance; ſeeing no peace, without Chriſt, is ſafe 
| anto us; all peace without him, is bur dange- 
rous ſecurity : For, Chrift#:eft pex #efira: hee 
onely is our peace; and this peace, he hatheyer' 
aſed, as his proper good: It was the Preſenc, 
he broughe the Apoſtles, at his comming from 
Hell; Peace bew#to you; and it was the legacy,he 
left the Apoſtles, at his going to Heaven 2 Ay 
peace Thegve with you, this peace made fob upon 
che dunghil,bleſſed;and the wane of this peace, 
made Saw} npon his throne; miſerable : this 
peace the world cannot give ; andthe wicked | 
cannot have here; for, therei; tothe wives | 
ked, ſaith the Lord. And now, if any man fleight| 
this peace; as nod thinking ir to deſerve the 
title of blefſednefſe : 1s itnor, becauſe he hath 
no feeling ofir, in himſelfe? For, not being 
felr, it can never be underſtood ; but hee char 
feeles,and underſtandsir; will finde thispeace, 
to be chat purchaſe, which Chriſt ſo deerely | 
boughe for us, wich his precions blood; and 
_ in m—_—_ which oo peace was | | 
figure; for,to this peace, ic is not enough, | 

wr drag. Nil; | cleere conſcience in | 


yet was nor thereby juſtified 
7 hed by faith is CHAR: and 
K 2 


oe RS—_— ” tot ago 
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have peace with God; and being art peace with! 
God; we have peaceof conſcience within our 
ſelves. And then, if rhispeace can make a bleſ- 
| ſednefſe : (as certainly 'a greater cannor be in| 
earthly Tabernacles) and none partakers of ir, 
| bur the godly z we may ſpeake it as well, from 
Paul, as from David or Aaron; and ſo Prieſt and 
: Propherz Apoſtle andall,agree in this, A god- 
ly man is blefled, 
:Andif wee take another way togoe; willir 
not'come to all one journies end? onely, as 
having now taken the Prophets words, in this 
manner : A godly man ir bleſſed: And hee ſhalt be | 
like 's 'tree; There have appeared, two diſtin& 
blefſedneſſes: one;prefenc; and another, future; 
ſo, if wee take the words in this manner : (as 
ſome will have it) 4 godly mans bleſſed; For, bee | 
nmr oa rt -chere\ will then appeare, bur 
orie miine bleſſednefſe; the preſenc being on-/ 
= —_—_ che futore$' and yerthus, it ſhall 
be juſtly ſaid, 4 godly wanis bleſſed. For,this 
hope is not wavering, that m-y make aſha- 
Lo med; ſeeing/it harh Fairhro guard ir and Pati-| 
ence,eo wait uponit : butic is the ankor 'of the 
ſoule-4that keepesir upright, inall rempeſts of 
remptarions. And if we paſſe from the hopeiir 
ſelfe ; ro that which is hoped for, Ohthen, how 
tranſcendent a blefſedneffe will be found in 
hope? For, is icnotan armonrot (teele, againſt 
| all blowes of Fortune, and wrackes of rime | 
chat 1 have hope contiually'to ſtand prompe | 
ping me with this? D#rate,  Dormet rebur ſervate | 


. 
| | ſernndis : | 
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 onderſtands it, ſhall findetharthis hope is the 


wr rn 
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ſecn#dir:Be conſtant tothe end; and be afrared, 
ie will nor be long, ere thou ſhalt raigne wich 
ChriſtIs irnot a (hield of Braffe againſt all the 
terrours of death and hell; thatthrough hope, 
\T'can fay with 706 , 7 {wow thet my Redeemer 13- 
veth ; and though that wormes deſtroy this body, yet 
Ifhall one day ſee Gol in my fleſh? but moſt of all, 
is itnot aRockeof defence, againſt all aMici- 
ons,in body or goods; againſtall diſgraces, in 
fame or fortunes; that with S*. >aw/,IT can fay in 
hope 3 There is a Crowne of Righteonſneſſe laid up 
for mee, which the inſt Iudge will give mee at 
the Jeff day? And now, ifany man ſlight this] 
hope , as thinking it not worthy the name of | 
a bleſsednes; is ir nor, becauſe hee hathno fee-| 
ling of ir.in himſelfe ? for, not being felt ; it" 
cannot be unc{erſtood : bart he that feeles and 


ONS TT 


crue Cordiall of a fainting ſoule ; as Devil faith 
I had fainted, if 1 had not hoped to ſee the goodneſſe of 
the Lord, in the Landofthe living. And then, if 
ſach a cordial itbe ;' as ſach a cordiall, moſt 
certainely ir is; and none, partakers of ir, bur | 


"En 
——_ 


_—_—.. 
et 


the godly ; we may iuſtly conclude, the Pro- 
pher hadinſt cauſe ro make irhis concluſion :4] 
godly man ir bleſſed. A 
And yet more expreſly ro ſhew che digniry 
of a godly mans blefſednes ; we may obſerve, 
that a8 Raton? perſon:ram'; God is ſaid robee, 
the God of Abraham, the God of 1ſaa:. and the God 
of I1cob: (0 Ratione rerwm : he is ſaid by S*. P ad; 
fo hee the Godof iry , the Cod of peace , the God of | 


ug 
i 


K 3 2 Hope : | 
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hope: that wee cznnar. thinke much, to.bave a 
 |blefgednes, made ughup of thoſe things, of which 

S*. Paw! chinkes not much, to up, God 
himſelfe a Tirle. - | tl 
The joy, which Abraham tooke, when his fas | 
crificed ſonne. 1jeec, was. reſtored tobimalive, 
was no doubta wonderfull joy, yer bur a type 
ofours; that Chriſt, the crue 1ſaec; is reſtored 
tougalive, by his riſing againe. . The peace of 
\minde, which Simeon felt , when hee bare the 
Babe leſus,carnally-in his armes; was,vo doubr, 
a bleſged peace; yer bus an inchoation of ours, 
who beare the man Chriſt leſus (our fall re- 
concilement) ſpiritually in our'hearts. The 
hope which 14ceb had, tocoioy the beautifull 
Rachel, | was a comfortable hope z yer bur a 
ſhaddow of ours; who hope toenioy the tran- 
ſcendent beauty,of the bleſsed face of Gad, in 
the Ki of heaven, And ſhall not the 
eruth. of 10y, make us mare. bleſsed., than 
the type made Abrehaw 2? ſhall nor the confum-. 
mation of peace, make us more blefsed, than 
che inchoation made 8imeos 2 ſhall not the ſub- 
ſtance hoped for, make us more bleſged than 
= the ſhadow made 1acob 1 Ohthen the happines 
| ofa godly man; in whom theſe bleflings are all 

anitedhs . which fingly- enioyed , made ſuch 
.of bleſsednes'! A ioy in the h 
z which no-tempratian. of (aran can di 
may :& peace of conſcience, whichno worldly: 
tumnle candiſturbe : | A hope of heaven, which 
1 delay of expeRation can diſcourage : and, 
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now ter Sdowon tcl us, if this be nor a wreath 


of rhree, that farre exceeds his threefold cord, 
and cannever be broken? And if againe; to 
| this wreath of chree, we adde a fourth ; (as the 
abour ro doe) the bleflednes 


Prophet is going 
of proſperity : will ienocthen, beea bleſſednes 
with admiration ; and a wreathe of foure, that 
wee can never ſay, O rerg; quaterg; beats , fo 
juſtly of any thing under heaven, as of a godty 
man | thatnot onely wee may prockime ic in 
Geth, and publiſh ir in 4ſcalon, A godly man 
is bleſſed : but wich che afſeverarion of 27- 


face, in bleſſing Iacob 4 even to Eſaxy face 
redouble ir , in the cares of all the wicked; 


bleſfzed. 

And now, that we have fonnd outa godly 
man,is Fyporbefi : where may welooke'tofinde 
him oar : in Theſf? nor amongſt the hearhen 
Philoſophers - for rheir peace of cotifcience, 
was onely Vl conſtire ſibs : They knew nothing 
of any reconcilemenr wich God,in Chriſt: nor 
a 
believe no holy Ghoft ; and therefore can have 
no ioy in the holy Ghoſt ; not amongſt rhe 
| Lewiſh Saddaces ;forthey tony che reſarrec1- 
on: and cherefore can have no hope of hea- 
ven. And where then ? onely amongft the 
Chriftimm beleevers ; for in them onely, is 
fonnd chis wreath of foare : which ſin- 


gly perhaps they may; yet ioyned her, 
they cannever bebroken:thar if aP 
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A godly man js bleſſed, yea, and hee ſhall bee 


the Turkiſh M#ſ#/man? ; for they 


Lk chought! _ 
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thoughr itcaule enough, tocry ourinexalrari- | 


_— 


on, E'o>w: for finding out the Quadrature ot 
a circle in Geometry : wee mach more juſtly , 
may thinke ircauſe enough, inexalcartion rocry 
out,EFoe»w : forfinding out this Quadrature of 
blefſedneſſe in Chriſtianiry. 

The Prophet mighe well reſt nowinhis fi- 
milicude : as containing ſafhciently , a godly 
mans happinefle : but he ſeemes ro be afraide, 


ceth ir our, with ableſſedneſſe, of another ma- 


blefſednefſe, much like the Manna in the wil- 
derneſſe ; that firs the relliſh of all raſtes - for 
who, bur will cafily admir, proſpericy indeed, 
ro be a blefſedneſſe? and hee ſeemes, ro have 
provided it, ſpecially for the meaner capa- 
cities; ſach as are nor well able to apprehend 
the former , as being too ſpirituall ; but chiis 
is a blefſednefſe, ſo viſible to be ſeene :o 
pable to bee, fele ; that even the yerieſt 
worldling that is,cannot chooſe bur acknow- 


| Prophet 


| 


edge it : Yet we may perceave, the 

brings ic in ; bat as a fagge end of bleſſed- 

| NES As chooſing rather to adde acourſe piece; 
then that it ſhould be ſaid, he had made it too 

licrle. : 

But doth not the Prophets adding of this 


| _ yo che Prophet himſelfe defective ? 


the more : ſhew his owne indgement to bee 
the leffſe? For if this werertrue; there ſhoul. 


king: And whatſoever bee doth jt ſhall proſper. A 


it is not capacious enough ; and therefore pie-| 


| 


not by ſhewing the blefſednes to bee | 


nor 


—_ 


| 


| 
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not be agodly man to be found, in the whole 
world, For, are not all men gen*rally ſubj-& 
to croſses >? fome in body ; fome 1n goods : 
ſome by enemics ; ſome by frieads; ſome in 
all; bur all ia ſome? al[chisiscrue; and yer 
the Prophet neverrheleſse ich true : for croſ- 
ſes, are our ſufferings, not our doings : the ad- 
verſity ofa godly man, in that he ſa&ers; is no 
contradition of proſperity, in that hee doth : 
and yer even croſses and ſufferings, and all ; as 
S*, Paul aith, ſhall bee made uſefall and pro- 
ſperous rothe godly. For, though Martyrs, 


ring ; becauſe ir is grievous; yet they are truely 


it is glorious; though Laz1rm didnor proſper 


Dives gate ; yet he trael ſpered,by his (af- 
fn becauſe it brcoain tg lacs Abrahams 
boſome. 

Burt may not che Prophet preach thisdoQrine 
long enough, before he meer with an auditory, 
that wil believe him? Godlinefle co be a meanes 
of proſpering? a ftranger Paradoxe was never 
held, Ir is a greater miracle, for men todraw 
proſpering out of godlinefſe, than for Moſes to 
draw water out of rockes. Protitas landetur O&- 
eget : nefſe may have the worlds good 
word ; he that uſeth ir, ſhalldie a begger. 
Thus the wicked, thorowthe Prophets ſides, 
ſtand goaring and the goodnefſe of God; 


cannot well be (aid, to proſper in their ſuffe- | 
ſaid toproſper , by their ſuffering ; becauſe | 
in his ſaffering, becauſe ir brought him, bn to | 


| and never remember, or oy regard the fay- 


ing | 


ing ot S*. Peter, that godlineſſe hath the pro- 
mile, both of this lite, and ot the life ro come. 
Bur moſt of all they infalt vpon the Prophet, 
as thinking they can take him tripping in his 
words ; and can prove him manifeſtly in two 
tales: For,that which he ſaich here of the god- 


they are not in trowble like other mes; 1 
more than th:ir hearts can wiſh. And is it poſſible, 
the Prophet ſhould ever be able, ro anſwer 
this > Can theſe words of his, be ever pofli- 
bly reconciled ?- Indeede, with a word: For 
| it ts hone miftaking a wordz  aizking the pre- 
| fer Tenſe; for the furere) tharmakes all this 
difference , it ts bur breakingtime, thar makes 
| this diſcord : keepe t'me with the Prophet, 
andall will goe well : for heſawhnor, ofa godly 
man, al his waies doe proſper z, but they ſhall proſper, 
he meddles nor, with the preſent Tenſez nor 
with the proſperity of the preſenc Tenfe ; hee 
 leavesthartor the wicked to make merry with: 
for it is a profperity, not worththe envying : 
for, who weuld-envie 7ong} bis Gourd, that 
is gone in anight? The prefent Tenfc'of this 
life, cannot make a proſperity, that is worth 
che baving : Icis the farnre Tenſe, 'moſt 
doe it : for this is the laſting Tenſe; and 
chough'ir ſhew nor all His*wares ar firſt, as 
the preſent. Tenſe doth 3/pop-cannor fee yer, 
| what ic will prove; 9 ar ie rime; ler 


| things COMCeToa aripenctic z- youſhall findie 
| E tru 
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ly, hee affirmech the very fame, in another | 
place, of the wicked ; Their mater alwaies proper 2 | 


MR 
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erne inthe end; that Whatſcever a godly wan doth, 
# hellproſper. And in this Tenſe, and in this 
| ſenſe it is, thatthe Prophet ſpeakes of the __ 

perity ofthe godly; butif he come to ſpeake of 
the wicked'n this Tenſe; he thenalcers his Key; 


I 


bit place, and i ſhall not be found. 

Or may we not, perhaps, reconcile the' Pro- 
phets wordsas well,it we onely ſay,that in ſpea- 
king of the proſperity of the wicked, loguitvy wt 
oxlgns;$asitisinappearance,becauſle in the eye- 
of che world, it ſeemes to be ſo : bur when he 
ſpeaks of the proſperity ofthe godly; /oquity ut 
veritas ; becauſe it is1n truth, andreally ſo. The 
Prophec, we may percelve,makes this account ; 
| that nothing can be truly faid toprofperz which | 
hath nota proſperous ending , but if ic have a 
| proſÞerons end, it may traely then : bes ſaid ro 
| proſper. Anditisa very juſtaccounr;for elſe-we | 
might ſay, that a cup of cold water, profpers in 


| preſent;though ir infinidly encreaſe cheburning 
| afterward. And we:couldnot ſay,/that a foye- 
raigne medicine profpers-ina ſore; becaule jr 
akes and paines us for a while; thongh after- 
ward it worke a perfe& cure. And now bring 
the wicked; and the: godly to rhe tryall of this 
] acconne;- andyon ſhall finde'ir true, that the 
wicked neyer proſper yand chat the godly proſ- 
peralwaies.' Did hob proſper in ſeeking Nu- 
bothr vineyard ? he got indeed the vineyard;but | 


—_— 
ht... —_— 


a Feayour; becauſe ir covles and eaſerh for the 


he ſpeakes in another rune; Thow ſba/t looks after | 


he. BAM. 


the dogges licked np his —_— Indas prol- | 


—_— a th. 


Ro 
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ſper,ia berraying bis Maſter? hee got indeed 


the thirty pieces of filver 3 but Þis bowels 


would not carry in his belly after he had done 
neſt that can bee ſaid , of the 


ked, is burthis; that 
ſperity indeed; burr is atra- 
and hath ſome 


but is not : For, 
dren, like Olive bra 
Table; and in this m 
yet they doe not; an 
childres ore 10 the ſword 
dearth, They may heape up 
; and inihis 
þar yer they doe not ; 


ſelves, they are ſure, 

They may riſe in honours, and bee ſeraloft; 

and in this may ſeeme toproſper ; but yer they 
| avid (hewes rhe cauſe ; For 


ſlippery places ;, nad their ending 
1s our in falling : And thisisnot 


Proverbe;Noz gav- 


ajes for | 
all 


— 
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bt 
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(afe on {noare , his de 


the p34 mn; 

| And io 
Prophet ; Sorr 

| met 48 the mornings 


fleepe ir out» and pa 


cometh in the mn0r®! 


anto Ir 5 and have. the whole day 


| ro enjoy It- 


{ upon che 1. Pſalme. | 


_ pe DDD 
all. So it 15 rae here, which Abner ſaid tO Iveb, 
| There is bitterne[ſt #* he end. Bur with th} godly,it 


is clean otherwile he af fliGions of 
the riehteo#9, {l.SO 
here is proſpe ſe 
in teares but! reape 38 109; 
end ſtil), They 747 89 forth weepius rrjing pre- 
c3ows ſeed with theos; but is ſhall 

1; 


ty. Job may have hischild 
im ; and his bod 


advanrage of rhe proſperity 0 
thetr ſorrow come! but over night, W 

fe jriover 3 Pf heir # 
jog ; when they CO 


© And now, if weaketÞe Prophet, what res” | 
| ©n he can ve; ofthis proſpering of the god- 


J'ro make ſhort, 
makes it arule } 


ly ;.\- 
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| azſare as checke : for asGod is a Lord, that 


ly ; .Doe nor his words themſelves ar ſwere for 
him; and carry inthem, the very reaſon of ic? 
For in ſaying , Whatſoever he doth ;, he ſeemes 
co intend a godly mans ſervice - agd in ſaying, 
(hall proſper : hee ſeemes to intimate Gods wa- 
ges : andif thisbe ſo: thea isthe profpering | 


lookes his ſervants ſhould. doe their worke 
ſo hee is a maſter, that never failes co pay his 
ſervants their wages. And then, if blefledne fe 
be Gods wages; and godlineſſe , the mans ſer-: 
vice, \ hat is his, but 3-14 I Sites ; theyery 


thingthe Prophet rakes upon him ta demon: | 
firate ; 4 godly manis Beet 


And here now, we may ſtand and admire the 


wazes hee gives his ſervants; for the meaneſt 
of them all, may reckon upon this: that 4/7 


the Maſter, but by the fervant ; that 


hee haye not proſperity enough, hee may 
thanke himſelfe, that would bee idle ; and! 


4 
+ 
o 


nothing, but what hedoth ;_the Pro 
miſeth no farther: for ifhe doe nothing, kee 
muſt looke for tio proſpering. Bur what 7 have 


« - BY 


tbounty of God : and confider,how 
yont ing it-isro ſerve him + and what —_ 


© dath ſhall proſper : The wages is nor ſtinted | 


doe go more, for 4/l be doth_ſhal} proſper \Bur 
phet pro- 
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tO. oe 


Ae 


{good ts-then;, and good words ; no 
| promiſe of proſpering 2 If they followed by 

itlg ; then are they Previe Zones : and as 
part.of the doing, ſhall have their reward : 


|Ocherwiſe, cheyare but abortives, and come 


* not 
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ſidez bur beares no fruir yet, but will doe. 
A godly mans ations (doe not proſper ; bur 
they) ſhallproſper. This delay the world doth 
notlike ; it cannot away with theſe future Ten- 
ſes, ſo mach talking of what ſhall be; and no- 
thing of what is: and therefore they have a| 
queſtion to aske too z the ſame which che Dil- | 
ciples asked Chriſt :. But when hall theſe thivgs be? 
For, if the bleſſedneſſe be long a comming; ir 
can then come burto this; that ic may be ſaid ; 
Agr man ſhall be bleſſed, bur is miſerable; 
miſerable too, for God knowes how long. 
Therefore give us the preſent, ſay they , and 
as Chriſt alſo ſeemes to teachus) let Hereafter 
ifc for it ſelfe. This indeed, isthe Hinge, the 
world (till crarnes upon; and icisa hard matter, 
co take it off, But may wee not anſiver theſe | 
men ,; 43 Chriſt anſwered his Diſciples, Nox eft 
rum ; woſſe tempors : It is not for you to know 
the times 6nd ſeaſons, which God hath kept in his owne 


heed ? It may ſafftice you to know, that theſe 
things ſhall bez when they ſhall be; is more | 

than the portion of your knowledge comes to. 
It is indeed an earthly queſtion ; and moved 
 onely by ſuch, of whomir is ſaid, Egrththow ors, 
| 48d to earth thos ſhalt retwrme : For, when wee 
move ſuch queſtions, we returne toearth : for 
if wee ſtaid with God ; we ſhould know, that 
| as the darknefſe and thelight is all alike co him, 
foto him, the Fature and the Preſent is all one; 
that we may marvel}, what Saint Peter meantto 


lay: At 1, with God ore 1 8 day; as 
) £ E—_ p—4ny 
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though there were a proportion between cter- 


[1 


ballance, are lcfle than noching ; and wee may 
fay aswell; Alltime, is to him as nothing ; and 
put in the ballance with Eternity, is lefle than 
nothing. And therefore, when we meete wich 
chefe words (Will be, and Shall be) in relation 
ro God ;, we may take them rather, as words of 
order, than of time : asin order of Nature, the 
cree muſt firſt be planced, before ir can bring 
forth fruit: a deed muſt be done, before it can | 
be rewarded; and yeteven this order alfo, isin' 
Gods diſpoſing ; either to divertit; or wholly 
to reverſe it, at his owne pleaſure. Asin the 
Garden of Eden; there was bearing of frait, as. 


nity and time : when Eſay ſpeakes ir out plainly. 
All Natien: areto God as nothing ; and pur in the 


| 


ſoon as planting of rrees; this was adiverting of 
order, But when Godſaid ; Eſau have Theted,and 
loved Iacob ; before they had dowe either good or evil ; 

| here was a proſperin 

| may ſay,a bearing of Fair baits a planting the 
| tree; and this was an abſolute reverſing of or- 
| der. The world therefore muſt rake norice,thar 
| Will be, witch God, is as much, as wich men, it 
is: and when he faith, ic Shall be; ic is as good, | 
as if ir were already. We all know, there is to 
| be dies retributionis ; a day of account ; and this 
day to be, God knowes how ſoone ſooner, per- 
haps, than the world thinkes; bur certainely 
 fooner, than the world would have itz and we 
are ſure, that this Will be, and Shall bez ſhall 
[not exceedthat day : but how much it ſhall be 
Th M ſooner ) 


— — 


before a doing; and we 
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| only of expeRarion;and wholly excluded from 


| things forlorne, have neither part nor portion, 


Ir er re ee ers 


ſooner (as oftentimes much ſooner; and alwaies 
tothe godly; in whoſe ſpirics, there is an influ- 
enceof the fature in the preſent;by the preſence 
of thar ſpirir, with whom the future is preſent) 
we mult leavero God; in whoſeonly band it is, | 
to diſpoſe of all chings, both for time and order, 
Bur leſt the godly ſhould be {leighted, as men 


any pareof blefſedneſſe in preſent, let it be re- 
membred,whar Gods promiſe roth= godly, is;7 
will never leave thee, nor forſaks thee; and if never 
leave us, then alwaies with us; and ſo indeede, 
doth Chriſt exponnd ir; And lo,1 am with you 
alwates to the end of the world. And leaſt his pre- | 
fence ſhould be choughr, to ſerve for direting 
onely; and not as well for comforting; heare 
him in this alſo: 4nd I will ſexd you awotber Com- 
forterz bur Chriſt could not ſend another com- 
forter, if hes were not himfelfe a Comforter 
firſt. And may ic not then be truely ſaid of the 

z Nullum axes abeſt ; there is not a per- 
ſon in the whole Deity, but is preſent with 
them 2 An# can bl:flednefle be abſenr, where 
the whole Deicy is preſent? and yetmore mec- 
diarely, to ſhew Gods care over them; he gives | 
bis Awgelts charge over them, to keepe them in all their 
weies:; where the wicked in the meane time, as 


in any of theſe promiſes. It was not tothe wic- 
ked, that God faid, 7 will rever leave thee, nor for- 
ſakethee; it was nor to the wicked that Chriſt 


wing Med lo, 1 am with you alwaies to the world: 


end, | 


—— 
— — 
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| with them? And whartis then the preſent poſ> 


#5; What is ic, but as a myſtupone 


| 


| minutes, which being impoflible, they ſhould 


«pon the 1. Palme. 


end, it was nottothe wicked, chat Chriſt pro» 
miſed, ro ſend another comforter : It was not to 
the wicked, that God promiled a guard of An- 
gels; and may it not then be truely ſaid of che 
wicked : Nallum vnmen adeſt ; there is not a per- 
ſon in the whole Deicy; there isnort an Ange)] 

in the whole Quire of Heaven, that is preſene | 


ſeſſion, they ſo mach ſtand upon; and ſo mach 
boaſt of 2 Alas poore wretches ! what is ie, but 
25 a dreame; as Eſay faith z They dreame they are 
full; and when they awake, Bebold, their _ 5s emwp- 

cir ſonles, 


thar makes them,as Sainr1obs ſpeakes,to thinke 
they arerich aud faire, audſtrong;when yer they are | 
poore, and naked, and miſerable. For, what is 
their preſent poſſeſſion, but pofſefiion of the | 
preſc-nt? and whar is the preſent, bur a tranfrenr 
thing ; « thing next to nothing; no ſooner be- 
gun, but ended ;'that before you can ſay, ic is z it 
is not; the future hath taken its place,and put it 
from being. And ſay,we allow them,to.take the 
whole extent of {their preſenclife, for the lati- 
eude of their preſent poſſeſſion z yer what 9 all 


this latitude, but a breadth made up, of narrow | 


be all, one like roanother; makes ic im 

they ſhould make a blefſednefſe,that can becer- 
taine. Where the blefſednefſe of the godly is 
more certaine, than all the affurances of the 
world can make it. For what are the greateſt 


aſſurances of all worldly chings? Doe wee not| 
M 2 count | 
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countour ſelves ſure, if we havea good mans. 
word? and here we have the Wond of God : fo! 


fare a word, that beaver and earth ball faite ;, but. 


bis word ſhall mever faite. nd if his Word will not 


| 
| 


be taken ; have we notthen, a ſufficient mans: 
bond, the bond of the man Chriſt Jeſus; and 
chatin the higheſt kinde of obligation, bound | 
body for body? Andif bond be thought roo! 
little, have we not then a good pawne b: ſides ? | 


-- [the holy Spirit? and leſt there ſhould be de- 


fe&,for wanr of witneſſes; have we nora whole 
army of Martyrsz and Confefſours innume- 
rable? that unlefſe the Apoſtles and Martyrs, 


ſhould all prove falſe wicnefles ; unleffe the 
pawne of the Spirit, ſhould prove a counter- 
feir ; unlefſe the Obligee Chriſt Jeſas, ſhould 
prove 20s ſolvent; unlefle God himſelfe, ſhould 
prove no man-of his word : (all which are 
farre greater impoſſibilities, chan that the skie 
ſhould fall) ic is impoſſible, that the hope of 
the godly ſhould be fruſtrate : or, that theſe 
bleſſinps ſhould nor be accompliſhed to them, 
in the fulleſt meaſare. And now, ler the world 
ir ſeite judge , if che Propher had nor all the 
reaſon of rhe world, to make it his challenge 
againſt the world ; that A godly man is bleſſed. 

Bur now that the world may ſe:meto be ſa- 
eisfied, for the ſecurity;Now comes in the fleſh, 
with her objection : theſe bleſſings indeed, are 


——— 
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and ſeeing a/ man is'a compound thing, con» 
ſting 


ſenfiblerothe ule,bur inſenfſible co the body ; 


Arrhans Spiritus Sandi; 2 pawne and pledge,of : 
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ing'z ( asin this, and many other reſpeQs, 
ra. 16h m_ muſt ſay,) 4 godly men is bleſſed. 
h this Palme be moſt properly an- : 


derſtood;of a godly man; yet there are ſome, 


will needs have etprimghty robe meant of the 
man Chriſt lefus ; and there may bee reaſons 
found, ro make probable their 6 roach Fer, 
icivmoſt true indeede of Chriſt, that he prof- 


pered in all he did. He proſpered , Inhis mo- 


Ithers wombe : forar the ſalutation of the Vir- 


the babe ſprang in the wombe of 
Hrs ; He proſpered at his birth; for he 


was'preſently adored , of the wiſe men of the 
Eaſt: he proſpered in his infancie; for he grew 
in fayonr,wicth God and men - he proſpered i in 
his bapriſme : for cope myo voice from heaven; 
This ir my well-beloved 1 am well 
pleaſed. He proſpered in h is che: in 

che wildernefſe ; for he trinmphed over 7 ling 

and the Angels miniſtred unto him.He profpe- 


red in his death; for he was manifeſted by mi- 
racles, hs] the Sonne of God. He proſpered 
in the grave z for God ſuffered not his hob 
Owe, 10 No corruption Hee proſpered in his rj 
fing: for He aſcended into heaves. He profpered 
in aſcending: for z Hee ſitteth ot the 


right hand 
; booay bu is nd gb his Father. Andthusalfo 
| wr tb into Chriſt ; be 

war are him 'chroughthe like paſſages - 
| ſhall int © will giv 


wi 
the with the rempration 
inbanger rorkoll led » with GETS 
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the Prophetit 3 be 
fniſbed, hisſecond prize; 
? acer poſſe(10n3 © 
and is noW entring the Lylts gal 
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\a godly mans; hetels, byvertne of the Law 
of contraries, what the wicked are; for if that 
be affirmedot a wicked man, which was deni- 
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edofa godly; and that denied, which was 


your hand : and you have him deciphered! m 
hisfulnefle. And yer we may take norice of a 
further reaſon; forgodlineſlc is ſfubieQ to ma- 
ny falGfications : ir may ſuffer much allay , by 
mixture of baſe metals; "and then, there'1s 
need of a touch-ſtone, ro try whether ir bee 
he, or no : ' many colours may be laid CON 
wickednefſe , to make it ſeeme godlinefſe , 
faran can transforme himſfelfe, into an Angel 
of lighr; and then there 1s need of markes, to. 
know whether itbeea good Angell, whether 
it be crue godlinefſe or no : bur inthe caſe of 
wickednes, itisnortſo;there is noneed of any | 
fuch markes:; for therecannor a worſe vizard 
be pur upon wickednefſe, than its owne face; 
there is no baſer merall co be mingled with it. 
and though a wicked. man will bee counterfai- 
ting, to bee godly z yet ic was never knowne, 
thar a godly man would counterfeic, to bee 
wicked : and thereforethe Propher , , who is 
no waſter of wordsin vaine ; would not give 
markes , where there needed none ; burleft 
wickednefſe robe knowne by its owne ill face : q 
which is ſcene plaine enough, by the Law of 
contraries. 

Andnow, what meanes the Prophet by fay- 


affirmed ; the defcriptien is made ready-to | 


ing; The wicked ore not ſo? meanes hce not,zhey 
| 


Ul 


ore | 


hey bee 


ſerve their rurne » 
«to be 11KE a T ceE- 'T 11s 
1 e 
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| chaffe, bur They are /ike chaffe ;, and before hee 
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ling downe ; and ro whatchen,can he ſay, they 
arelike? To ſpeake ir at once, (as Tab (trooke 
Amaſa) aud not to ſpeake againe ; hee may | 
juſtly ſay , They are like to chafſe;, for chaffe, as 
fully expreſſerh the miſery of the wickcd ; 
43 aA tree expreſſed the bleflednefle of the | 
godly; for thongh the likening them, to ſo 
light a thing as chaffe, may ſeeme to import 
but a light miſery ; yet being well weighed, ir 
will appeare, that chongh he' ſay nor, in plaine 
cermes, A wicked man isnnferable ; yer by 
ſaying, he is like to chafte, he intimaceth more 
miſery, than the word miſerable-is capea- 
able off. 
Bur may we not make a landhere, and que- | 
ſition the Propher, about his Gmititude ? for 
looke apon the wicked ; doe they looke 
like chaffe £ One would rthinke them rather, 
in all appearance,to be cleane wheate; and the 
beſt wheate roo; for they onely are flouriſhing; 
they onely carry the price inall markets. Baur 
the Prophet ſpeakes not, how they looke ; bur 
 whar they are; hee ſaith not, they looke like 


| 


hath done, for all cheir appearance, hee will 
make it appeare, they are ll chsffe; and chaffe 
they areliketo have for their fimilicude. Well, 
be irſo; Let the Prophet have his will; and 
I:tthem bee like chaffe ; what hurt rake they 
by this? For doth not the chaffe grow up; and 


| is irnotbrought up with the wheat? and when | 


Harveſt comes; are they not both reaped toge- 
ther ; 


ee. 
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 gabond is properly one, that roames about 
from place to place, bur is never in his pro- 
per place? and how great a miſery ir is, to be 
. Extrs locwns proprium , out of the nacurall place; 
may appeare, by the ſtriving and ſtrugling of 
all naturall bogies, to arcaine it ; but it any ſuch 
thing be,that hath no /ocxm propriue,as it were, 
no home at all to goe to; theunquietneſſe of 
1 that thing muſt needs bee infinite ; ſeeing ir 
hath not ſo much as capacity of quierneffe : and 
ſuch a thing is chaffe ; for, the aire is not the 
naturall place ; it is too-heayy for that; nor the 
| earth is not its naturall place ; icis roo light for 

that;. and ſo as having no home atall co goe 
| to; it muſt of neceſſity remaine a perperuall 

'vagabond ſtill. And ſuch was the ſtate of Cajs ; 
and ach is the ſtate ofall the wicked : that the 
| Prophet could never have mer, with ſach ano- 
ther ſimilitade, to expreſic the miſery of rhe | 
wicked: asto ſay , They arelike tochaffe which the | 
wind ſcatters. | 
Bur here by the. way, we may let the wicked | 
know, they have a thankes to give, they lirce 
[thinke of; thatthey may thanke the godly, for | 
| all the good daies, they live upon the earth: ſee- 
ing it is for their fakes, and not for their owne, 
char they enjoy them, For as the chaffe, whiles 
it jsunited,, 2nd keepes cloſe to the wheat: ; 
enjoycs ſome priviledges for the wheares ſake; | 


| | and | 
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| 1zr;, and to ſtay the wrath of Heayen, from fal- 


| þz#n in good manners, would not prefſe God nn- 
derthe number of ten ; yetthe AngelltoldiZe | 


- Bur though wee cannot ſay, that a tree and 


#pon the 1. Pſalme. 
and is laid up carefully in the Barne ; bur as 
ſoone as it 13 divided, and parted from the 
Wheate : Ic is caſt our, and ſcattered by the 
wind: ſo thewicked, whileſt che godly are in 
company, and live amongſt them z partake for 
their ſake, of ſome bleflings promiſed ro the 
godly ; bart if the godly forfake chem, or be 
raken from them; then either adeluge of wa- | 
ter, comes ſuddenly upon them z as it did up- 
on the old world, when Noah lefc ic, and wenr | 
into the Arke; or a deluge of fire; as icdid | 


| upon Sedoee, when Lot left it, and went outof | 


the Ciry. And even one good man, is ofren- | 
times enough to morallize the Fable of At- 


ling downe upon the world. For, though Abra- 


plainely, hee conid doe vnothipg againſt So- 
dome, till hee were out of 1te, and farre enough 


from it, 


chaffe are ſach contraries, as godlinefſe and 
wickedneſſe are, where denying the ons, in- 
ferres affirming the other; and affirming the 
one, denying the other, yer if they be laid 
together, and well examined, there will be 
found fo infinite oddes berweene them ; that | 
they may well paſſe for contraries, which 
come > neere to being ſo. For, take but a 
leafe, which ſzemes, as it were, but the chaffe 
of a tree; at leaſt, the meaneſt part of it; and 
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ſee, how infinitely it exceedes this chaffe, in 
any thing thar 1s of vaJue : as in entitic, in 
aſe; in goodnefſe. For every thing hath fo 
much entitie in It, as it hath influence from 
che Prime ear; and as it is degrees remoyed 
from not being ;' but ſuch degrees we may con- 
ceive in a leafe, infinite; in chaffe or duſt, none 
atall: For, it 18 the very bottome and dregs 
| of all being; and if yon would conceive lefle 
than duſt or chaffe; you muſt conceive juſt no- 
ching ; and in this it reſembles finne; ar leaſt, 
comes neerelſt of any thing, to reſemble ir. For 
 finne hath no influence at all, from the Primnn 
| [ezs3 it isnocreature of Gods making; but when 
the Divell would be counterfeiting God; and 
{take upon him, to bea maker , hee brougt et 
forth ſinne; other creatures hee could make 
none : and therefore, ſo much as a man finnes; 
fo much hee recedes from the Primum er; fo 
much he approacheth to annihi/ate himſelfe ; 

ſo much he is made a creature of the Divell. 
- [and fo much he becomes chaffe. In matter of 
aſe, the oddes berweene a leafe and chaffe, is 
yet more evident : For, a leafe, beſides the ſer- 
vice it doth the tree, is ſerviceable alſo, for 
food, for medicine, forclothing. A leafe was the 
firſt clothing of our firſt parents; and (as much 
[as we ſcorne itnow)ir is our fineſt clothing ſtil), 
forwhat are all our ſilkes, but Mulbery-leafes; 
[at leaſt, by propagation? whereas of chaffe or 
duſt, there never was any nſe made, fince the 
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world was made, but onely, that by the curſe of 
God; 
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God; it was ordained to be the Divells food. 


And in this alſo, it refembles ſinne; for ever | 


Ence, God ſaid ro man, for his ſinne ; Dyft thow | 
art, and to duſt thou ſhalt retwrae; the Divel! hath 
raken, as commmon duſt, for his common food : 
ſo wicked men,as the fineſt duſt, for his eſce de- 
licate, his daintieſt food; as Eſazcalis them, And 
chis, perhaps, in contrafts wich Witches; makes 
the Divell ſo eager to be ſucking their blood; 
ſerting his marke upon them, as dainty morſells 
referyed for his owne tooth. Laſtly, for good- 
neſſe, doe wee not ſee, in the leafe, a kinde 
of gratefulneſſe, and good nature; that when 
ic can doe'the tree no more ſervice by hang- 
ing upon ir; it then falls off, and liesas neere. 
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all che ground aboutir; as it were, to pay the 
cree, for the juyce and nouriſhment it had re- 
ceived from ir : where the chaife is ſo ungrate= 
fall a thing , and of ſovile a nature, tharwhere- 
ſoever iclights, it makes the very ground bar- 
ren that receives it; eyen the ground it ſelfe, 
that bore it. And in this alſo, it reſembles finne'; 
which, though icbe hurtfull, evenroſtrangers; 
as appearesby the deluge, which brought raine 
apon all creatures, for the onely ftane of man ; 
yetiris moſt hartfa!l co them that commitrir, as 
it were, to its owne parents; and this ungrate- 
falneſſe, is ſo generall a ſymprome toall vice ; 
that ic ſeemes to have as large a latitnde as vice 
ic ſeife : Nam own inzratum dicis :, omnia vitie 


dicis. + 
_ Thus} 
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| much,as over thischaff:; for ittumbles & toſles 


'whirleth icon high; and then lets ic fall art lei- 


|ſ{clves, they are agitated and ſtirred by the 


| curallro1 it,never co reſt; ic muſt be ſomewhere, 
| yet Itecan beno where; it hath a place, but no 
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Ny 
Thus the wicked have for their (i ;imilicude, | 
the chaffe; and the chaffe harh for its perſecaror | 
the wi ind ; and as the wind or aire,tyrannizeth | 
over the chatfc : ſothe prince, thatrulechinthe 
aire, tyrannizeth over the wicked. This tyran- | 
nicall wind, hath nor power over any thing fo 


icfrom poſt to pillar ; and wee may even ſay, it 
gives the chaffe, as ir were, a Strapadoe : for it 


ſure,togive itthe longer paine. Ic hach no fuch 
Power over our Tree, when ir comes toa tree ; 
ir doth it more good than hurt ; more pleafure 
than annoyance : for, when the wind blowes; 
we may juſtly Gay, The trecs are then at their 
exerciſe; for having no locall motion in them- 


wind, which ſtirs up their vicall vigour, as exer- 
ciſe ſtirs up natural heate in the bodies of men. 

But che wind hath no ſuch meaning towardsthe | 
chaffe ; ir comes not to exerciſe it, but to vexe 
itz ir makes it not a traveller; bat a vagabord : 

for it it but happen tolighe any! where; the leaſt | 
aire that moves, removes if againe :* the Eaſt- | 
wind drives it forward; the Weſt-wind curnes | 
it backeward; the N orth-wind crofſerh them 
both ; that the poore chaffe, hath no ſtanding, 
but ro >ſtandams zed; itisheld up, butby contra- 


ry motions, it 18 of all hands,under the hand of 
violence ; it hath nonaturall reſt, bur as ir is na- 


—— 


man{1on : 
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manſion ; a being, but no abiding ; no refreſh- 
ing, bac while che wind is weary : noreſting, | 
but cill che aire be up and ready ; that as long 
as the aire 13 an Element; and hath co doe in 


chaffe to be ever ar quiet, And ſuch is the con-| 
dition of the wicked; a gale of proſperity, 
hoiſtech them up;that chey neither know them- 
| ſelves, nor where they are; ablaſt of adverfity 
| blowes them downe; and makes themteare the, 
| heavens with murmuring; and themſelves with | 
impatience. No ſtate, no time, no place con-| 
cents them : that it may be truely ſaid, There 
is no ungodly man, that isnot a kind of a foole 
their being like chaffe, makes them light-hea» | 
ded: they are onely wittie, to ſhew they have 
no wit; onely ingenious, to doe themſelves | 
hurc; their braines thar (ſhould reſt in their! 
heads, are alwates a working to finde our heads 
\ of unreſt; adverſity doth not pleaſe chem, be- 
' cauſe they are in a ſtorme; proſperity doth not / 
pleaſe them, becanſe they are becalmed : A; 
meane degree doth not pleaſe them, becauſe it | 
leaves them in the darke:; Honour doth nor | 
pleaſe them, becauſe ir ſers them in too much | 
| light : Labour doth notpleaſe them, becauſe ic | 
| breakes their reſt : Eaſe doth not pleaſe them, | 
| becauſe ir gathers ruſt : Life- doth not pleaſe 
them, becauſe it is alwaies going away : Death | 
 dothnor pleaſe chem, becauſe it never ſuffers | 
them tocome againe, That let come what will | 

come, the wicked make _ worke,to be neyer 
cOn- 
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the world; there is no hope for the miſerable|_ 


| coffe 'rher and ramblethern, how yee will 3yer 


— 


| Tos anil Di/qmſeions | 


comemed. Where the godly are as a cube, 


have vbortomne RN ro HoMewoon' and we 
Thay ertiely fay, There fs nogodly mmih, thar bs 
nor rriehy wiſe, their wits arealwaiesimploied 
cofindeout'teafont of comentment: Poverty 
eaferh theth, becanſe vhey itve nothfing 'to. 
's Riches pleaſe theth, becauſe rhey !have 
ſortierhing tb give : Adverfiry pleaſeth them, 
becarſe'chey nay ſhew 'iparience : Proſperity 7 
pleaſerh'thern, becauſe rhey'may ſhew chariry : 
AtHenecſtate pleaſerh chetn, becauſe they may 
be diet: Honotir pleaſeth then, becanle they 
rhicy be humble : Liboorpleat/ihem, becauſe 
* 1s a$00d4 exerciſe: Eaſe pledſerh them, be- 
eater 19'n ford rectearion : Life pleaſerh 
them, 'beeanſe they have fomething ro doe : | 
Deathip leaſeth chem, beeatiſe they reſt trom 
dhicks bones. Fharlercomme, what can come; 
the godly make ſire worke, tobecyer conten. 
red: 'Let'Forrune -ppeate in what ſhape ſhee 
will z yeta godly man, 'is Faber fortune ſue : be 
can'worke her, and frame her, to his owne hke- 
np ; Thar'the 'Propher may well jaſtife His fi-| 
tnitſendes : The p::01y are The a tree, which! 
Fands Aixtand' immovedble; The wicked are 
ike ro chaffe, which is ſeartered abour. | 
Iris a miſerable thing'to be inflavery ; mach | 
inore wo ro be 'in"ſhvery to a' tyrant ; bur to a| 
tyrant, 'a miſery tao[t intolerable. If 
the Proper had onely ſaid; The wick:d are he | 


| 


beene | 


tt 


| wel wie eee though this had 
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beene a ſlavery ; yer there had been hope they 
might have lighted on a gentle Maſter : bar 
when he ſaith, They ere likg the chaſfe which the wind 
ſcatiers , this makes them in a'deſperate caſe; 
they are now in flavery toa malicious tyrant ; 
and no poſlibility of any good far ever. We may 
obſerve, thereare divers kindes of ſcatrerings : 
itis ſaid of a liberall man;thathe ſcatters abrogd, 
when hee gives to the poare; and ir is ſaid 
| of a husband-man, thar hee ſcatters abroad, 
when hee (owes his ſeede :; and theſe are good 
ſcatterings ; for they are waies to gathering , 
though they be ſcatterings, for a rime, yetrbey 
| be gatherings in the end; and fach ſcatreringis 
a bleſſed thing ; bur the ſcattering of the chaffe 
by the wind, is nor a way to gathering ; you 
may as ſoone gather the wind in your fiſt; as 
gather thecbafte, when the wind hath once (cat= 
cerdic; icBaſcattering firſtandlaſt:; and ſuch 
ſcattering is a miſerable thing. And wee may 
know the condition of the fcattering, by the 
conditions of the ſcatterer: For Almes are ſcat- 
rered,by a mercifall hand , and ſeedis ſcattered 
by a provident hand : but this chaffe is ſcattered 


by a malicious hand : the hand of Satan; that 
will never leave ſcattering them, till he have 
ſcattered them for hisown gathering; which 18 
the finall;yert the endlefle ſcattering. Andrhere- 
fore ic feemes well obſerved in Scripture ; that 
when the godly die,it is faid ;7 hey ore gathered to 
their Fathers; bat when the wicked die, there is 
nogathering to —— fpoken of; but their 
2 
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ſcattering maſt be anderſtood,to be firit & laſt: 


| 


little chooſe but thinke it, a miſerable thing, to 
be a wicked man: For whatſoever 1s ſecne 


| or ſaid of this chaffe : 1srrne, and more true of 


a wicked man. The chaffe 1s lighr, and makes 
no weight in the ballance ; bur the wicked are 
lighter than vanity ic ſelfe; they are not worth 


ved, bur whenthe wind blowes ; but the wicked 
are moved when there is no wind ar all; they 
are afraid where no feare 1s. The chaffe hath 
/ [the wind withour it, that diſquiers it ; bur a 


owne paſſions) that diſquiet him. The chafte is 
lan abſolate abje& ; and can never riſe in valae, 
bur che wicked are more abſolure Reprobares ; 
"Jand ſhall neverrife in judgement. The chaffe 1s 
nor ſuffered in the heape of the Wheare ; bur 
the Wheate (hall be lefle ſuffered, in the congre- 
gation of the Righteous. The chatte is perſc- 
cured but by the wind of the aire ; butthe wic- 
ked are perſecuted by the Prince that ruleth in 
che aire : The chaffe is troden under foot, bar 
by men and beaſts; bur the wicked ſhall be 
-crampled upon by the Divell and his angells. 
IF that which is ſpoken of the godly man, 
may be applied ro the man Chri!'i J-ſus , then 
certainly, that which i: fpokenof the ungodly, 
may be applied ro the wicked Iewes:; Forno 


aſcartering, both here, and in another World, 
Andnow,if you cannot chooſe bur thinke ir. 
a miſerable thing, to be this chaffe ; you can as| 


putting in the ballance. The chaffe is not mo- | 


wicked man hath the wind within him : (his 
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chaffe | | 


— 
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| ſtru&tion : bur for more ſurety, will bringir in, 


| ſ\werthem; They are like to ch ffe: Therefore they 
(ha!l norriſe in the jadgement; and to chaffe. 


upon the 1. Palme. 
chaffe was ever more troden under foore; no 
chaffe more ſcattered upon the face of the 
earth : that ir ſeemes verified of them, which 
David ſpeakes in another place ; Let thees be as 
chaffe : and let the Angell of the Lord perſecute them. 
| The Propher hath now ſaid fully as much, as 
need to bee ſaid, in proofeof his two pofiri- 
ons; A godly man is bleſſed ; 4 wicked mas is mi- 
ſerable: and why then will hee ule any more 
words? Isit, that asa good Mathemarician, 


addea corollary £ Orisic, that conſidering it 
is the office of a Propher, chiefly co tell of 
chings to come ; hee infiſts not upon the pre- 
ſent miſery of the wicked: but as more pro- 
perly belonging to his office, he diſcovers the 
| miſery, they ſhall have hereafter; and indeed, 


Es ee 


| whobura Prophet, could have made this dil- | 
covery ? Or is it, thatthe preſent miſery of? 
the wicked, as a thing, more obvious, and ap=- f 


parent ; he leaves ro bee gathered, fromthe 
ſimilicude ic ſ-Ife ; bur rheir future miſery, as 
a thing leſſe knowne, and more conceale\] ; he 
| will not leave, tothe venture of others con- 


 himſelfe : and therefore, as the ſimilirude con- 
ſiſted of two parts; They are like to chafſe z and 
to chaff>, which the wind ſcatters ;, 1o he brings 
In, an infer: nce, confilting of ewo parts, toan- 


which the wind: ſcatters : Therefore they ſhall 
oa O 3 not 


hee will not onely make a demonſtration; bur | 
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Meditations and 


"| not beof the Congregation of the Righteous. 
Bur is nor this a ſtrange inference ? The #a- | 


Diſquifitions 


godly, are like unto chaffe ; therefore they ſhall 
not riſe inthe judgement ; for being as chaſfe, 
they ſhould riſe che rather. For what is apter 
ro riſe , than that which is light? and whar is 
lighter than the chaffe ? And yet the igference, 
not ſoſtrange; asthe conſequence,dangerous: 
for ifthe ungodly , ſhall notriſe in che judge» 
meat : what (hall chen become, of rwo Articles 
of our faith ; the general! Reſurretion; and 
the generall Indgement 2 how will the Prco- | 


will hee hold fellowſhip with S*', Poaw!, who 
makes a ſolemne proteſtacion , that He beleever 


er avoide,the jmpuration of a Sadduce ? how | 


the reſurrefion hall be, both of inſt aud »niuft? Yer 
ter notthis trouble us : for borh the inference, 
will be plainely enough juſtified; and the dan- 
—_— conſequence; eaſily avoyded. For take 


' [the inference, as ic is intended ; and what can 


'be plainer ? the x#godly, ore hike to chaffe; there- 
fore they ſhall not riſe in the Indgemene : far, 
the Indgementr is as a Ballance;but toriſe in the 
jadgement, is not toriſe in the ballance; which 
is a worke of lightnefſe, and makes rejected : 
bur ic is a prefling downe the ballance; which 


isa riſing in valge; and makes a 


ccepted, And 
asthe in ce,is thus juſtified: ſo the dange- 


bur rhe direaly contrary conſequence, nece(- 
farily inferred: The ungodly ſhall not riſe in che 
| Indgement ; therefore there ſhall bea general! 


| * Reſar- 


— 


rous conſequence, nor onely is eaſily avoided, 


— 
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RefarteRtion. For the ladgement indeed, | ris 


how can the weight of any thing be tryed, if | 
thee not putinto the ballance , and how can | 
tr bee put into che dallance, if ar come nox | 
where the datlance is 2 when therefore rhe 

Propheraffirmech, shor he wngodly ſhall not vjeds | 
the Iwilgewent ; 1s/it mor anecceflary ounſequence, | 
char they ſhall rife ro rhe ladgement ? For how | 
canit bee'rrycd, whecher they ſhall riſe invhe | 
Indgemem, or no; if they come nor ro the 
Indgement, where rhey are tobe tryed ? The 
gererall Refarrettion , hall bee before the 
[udgement; and therefore'this r1fmpiinJudge- | 
menr; :isarifing atterrhe Reſurrection , -and 
ſo, the not rifing here,nothinderanceto rheti- 
ſing there; 'but rather enſorcing'thatgenerall, 
thar therewnay beethisparticuhar. | 
Bar whar 'fay wee then, 'to char ſaying of | 
Chriſt ; Hee that btheveth mot, 3s judged already; 


| 


for being judgedatready, hee needs nor come | 
any more'to Iadgement ? ſeeing none ſhall 
be judgedfor one cauſe, rwice. Wee ſay,this 
is no conſequence meirher ; For, what greater 
unbeleevers, than thoſe in the Goſpell, who. caf 
ont divelrin Chriſts Name ; yet did not'ſo much 
as profeſfe Chritts Name ? and yer-even thofe 
ſhallcome co Indgement : for Chriſt cels,whar 
anſirere ſhall bee made them, when they come 


there. How then isir rrue that they bejudyed 
already ? 'Nor by the fenrence of the Indge's 


_ |bur by the prejudice, of their caofe : \andd this 


15 


ava datkence, to try rhe weight of chings ,, bur. 
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is no hinderance, for their comming to Indge- | 
ment. If the Prophet had fayd; The ungodly 
ſhall not riſe, tothe Indgement ; the Sadduces 
indeed might have taken hold of this ; and 
juſtly claymed him to bee of their fide - bur 
when hee onely faith, they /hall not riſe iz the 
Indgenest ; this is no more,'then S*. Pawu/ would 
have ſaid himſclfe, if hee had beene in the Pro- 
phets place : for who ever thought, the ungod- 
ly ſhoald riſe, in the Indgement; who are ſure 
tofall in the Judgement ? ſeeing their Indge 
ment ſhall bee to condemnation ; and not to 
deliverance. To riſe to the Indgemenr, is to 
be brought to publique tryall: and this is the 
generall Reſarrection, that we beleeve; but to 
riſe inthe Indgement; is upon tryall, rocome 
off with credit z and by the ſentence of the 
Iudge, not onely to be iuſtified, but advanced: 
and whoever beleeved; this riſing to belong 
ro the wicked? Ir is therefore well obſerved 
by One ; that S*.Pawl cals the reſurrection of 
the Iuſt, itwz5zo :to ſhew,thatevery one ſhall 
have their aiz52-1: ro beeraiſed up; but none 
bur the luſt, ſhall have ##«=5-#» ; to bee rayſed 
up, and be exalted. 

And indeed, in this kinde of rifing ; how can 
any of the ungodly riſe ; who have ſo many 
ſtanding rea1y to pull them downe ? Cain can- 
not riſe here; and withhim, no murthe- 
rer, nor malicions perſon; for ifhe bur offer. 
ro come in place ; the wounds of 4bel, fall: a 
bleeding afreſh , and cry out for yengeance. 


_ Saul | 
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Saul cannot rite here ; and with him, none that 
| cruſt in the wor'd; and diſtruſt in God: for 
chongh the witch of Ezder;, could raiſe up $6- 
mel to Saud: yet ſhee cannor here raiſe up Sev/ 
ro Samnel. Dives cannotriſe here; and with 
| him no glutton, nor coverous perſon , for the 
| bliſters of Lazarws are riling upon them; and 
keepe them from riſing. Simos Magus cannot 


a few daies, you ſhall ſee the whearte riſe flou- 


| And this iseven intimated, in the ſimilitudes | 


riſe here; and with him, none guilty of fimony 
or bribery : for Simon Peter , hath ſtopped all 
| their riſing with this , 7 how and thy money periſh 
together. The like may be ſaid, of all other un- 
godly ones, as many as the chaffe, can challenge 
robe likeir; thatir is no hard marter,to prove 
che Prophets ſaying , true - it is impoſſible ir 
ſhould bee falſe ; The uwgodly ſhall wot riſe in the 
Tndgernent . 

Bur may wee not draw the fimilitnde; and 
will not the fimilicude draw the wicked into a 
further degree, of not riſing in Indgement ; 
than this, now ſpoken of 2 For, caſt both 
wheare and chaffe into the ground; and after 


riſhing up; and riſe up daily more and more; 
till it come to a fit ripeneſſe, to be bronghe 1n- 
co the Barne : but you ſhall never ſee more of 
the chaffe, then ro lie dead in the place ; ſwel- 
rring and monldring in its owne corruption. | 


: 
: 
: 


7” 


| 


the Prophet firſt exprefſeth paſſion z and then, 


chemſelyes : For In the fimilitude of the godly; 


ation : Firſt, the Tree isplanted ; and then, et 
PÞ brings 
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brivgs forth fruice : bur 1n che (imilitude of 
the wicked, he exprefſerh nothing bur paſſion ; | 
They are likg to chafſe, which 1he wind: ſcatters : and 
ſecing , the wicked are like to ch-iffe,in which | 
chere is nothing, bur paſliveneſſe ; how ſhould 
they riſe in the Indgement, which is a worke of 
aRivenefie? Bur will not chis bring us againe, 
laps, of denying the generall Reſurre- 


intoare 
QRion?Norat all. For though the chaffe cannot 
riſe, by any principle of motion, it hath in ic 
ſlfe, as the Tree doth ; yet ic may bee raiſed 
| up, by the working of the winde + ſo though 
the wicked cannot riſe, by any ſeed of life, re- 
maining in themſelves, as the godly ſhall ; yet 
they may bee rayſedup, by the helpe of ſome 
outward operation. The godly, have Semen 
ſpiritus, ſowne in their hearts by faith ; They 
are Members of Chriſfts body; They have this | 
promiſe made them by Chiiſt ; that bee will 
raiſe theres wp at the laſt day: and therefore their 
ifing ſhall be a riſing ro Indgement ; and a ri- 
nog judgement ; bur che wicked have no 
ſach ſerres in them; They are no partakers of- 
Chriſts body ; They have no fach promiſe, 
made them by Chriſt ; andtherefore their ri. 
ſing fhall be ro Indgement ; bar nor in Tadge: 
ment ; Their riſing ſhall be by a violent drag- 
ging by ſome other; it ſhallnotbea voluntary 
motion of their owne ; it ſhall bee by infirmicy 
of paſſiveneffe : ir ſhall nor be,by any ſtrength 
of aRivenefie ; ic ſhall bee by the power of 
Chriſts Reſarretion , It ſhall not bee by 
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ticipation of Chrifts Aſcenfion. And fo,the 
rophers denying, the rifing of the vngodly 
in judgement; is no Negation, of their riſing 
ro ladgemenc, and therefore neither joynes | 
hands with the Sadduces; nor ſhakes hands 
with our beliefe; nor yer oppoſeth S*. Powls 
| proteſtation, 
| And as there ſhall beagenerall I ts 
in which the ungodly ſhall nor rife, ſo after the 
Indgement ;there ſhall bee a particular e | 
gation of the righteous, in which finners | 
not ſtand. And indeed, what ſociety can there | 
bee, betweene a tree, and chaffe ? or who can | 
chinke it fir, thar trees and chaffe, ſhould bee | 
made companions ? andas there is no reaſon, | 
thac the ungodly, having made others, by = 
caunſell, to fall here z ſhould riſe chemfſetves, | 
in judgement hereafter ; ſo there is no reaſon, 
ſeeing the righteons could nor bee ſuffered to | 
ſtand here in che way of ſinners; that finners, | 
ſhould beeſuffered to ſtand hereafter, in the | 
congregation of the Righteous. And here now 
a multitude of reaſons, ſeeme afſembled, as it 
wereto make it good ; that finners neither can, 
nor ought to ſtandin this aſſembly. Ir is a con- 
gregation ; which none can make bne cherigh- 
reous : for finners are all rebels; and would 
make ic a rout. It is a Courr, where ol maſt 
be neate and cleane; and ſoare none bur the 
righteaus; for finners are all lepers; and wonld 
maketr aſpirthe, It is an of fach onely 
a8 axe choſen, I — 
Wy ©. and 
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all forthemſelves. They muſt be ſome, hands; 


| beall Gods friends); ar leaſt, ſuch as he knowes: 
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Meditations and Diſquiſitions 
and ſuch are onely the righteous : for ſinners, 
are all incruders; and ſcorne rocome, at any 
ones call. Ir is a company that makes a com» 


manion ; and that can none doe bur Saints; | 
for ſinners ſeeke every one their owne:; and are 


ſome, teere; ſome, head; yerall members of 
one body:and ſo are only the righteous; for ſin- 
ners arediſmembred members; they would be 
all,headzyer cannot all,makea body. They muſt 


and ſuch, areionely the righteons ; for ſinners 
are all meere ſtrangers, and aliens from God. 
Indeedbefore the Indgemenr, the wheate 
and the chaffe, made borh bur one heape : bur 
after the Iudgement, the wheate ir received into 
thebarne, aud the chaffe it caſt upow the dunghill, and 
ſcattered aboyt,. Betore the Iadgement, the un- 
godly and the _—_ made both bur one 
aſſembly ; bur after the Indge ment, the righ- 
reous make a City by themſelves, which is the 
new Ierwſeler ; intowhich, no finners ſhall bee 
ſuffered ro enter; The righteous (hall be raken, 
with the Bridegroome ,. intoglory : and the 
ungod]y with ſhame, ſhall be-fhut out of dores, 
For the ludge hath a Fas i» bis hand, to winnow 


| the chiffe from the wheate ;, andto ſeparate the 
angodly from the righteous :. and this js hjs 
fanning, when cothe comfort of all comforrs, 
he ſhall ſay cothe godly, Venite benedids patris ; | 
Come ye bleſſed of my Faiher and to the terronr | 


ofall rerrours,fhalb ſay corhe wicked ; Ite wale- 
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| ftieg fire. And when Chriſt the Indge hath | 


they ſhall preſently be parted, they muſt pre- ) 
ſencly part; and ſo beparted, and fo part ;, as | 
never to ſtand together, neyer to come roge- 
ther any more for ever. | 
Bur ſeeing. the future miſery of the wicked, | 


| ſhall confiſt in two maine points ; i» pens || 


Dansi, & pees ſeeſw : in paine of lofſſe, and | 
paine of ſenſe : vihy would the Prophet ſpeake | 
here, of onely their pzna damn. as their not ri- 
ſing in Indgement; and their nor ſtanding in 
the Congregation of the Righteous; but ſpeake 
nothingat all,of their pees ſexſus 2 when yer ro) 
ſpeak of their pain of fenſe;would make usmore 
ſenſible of their paine; and more readily aſſent 
ry the Prophets aſſertion, that wicked men are 
miſerable? Is ir, that he would nor goe further, 
chan the line of his ſimilitude would teade him? 
and he ſaw, thar his fimilicude would not reach 
to Pens ſenſus 5 For, how can chaffe, which is 
a thing withour life or ſenſe, be able to expreſſe 
a miſery, in which there is lifeonely, that there 
might be ſenſe; and ſenſe only, that there mighe 
be paine? Or, isir, that indeed itneedednor; 
ſceing the paine of loſle, is miſery enough to 


make a hell of ir {cife ; andable ro bring upon 
the wicked, as much as Chriſt affirmed, eyen 


ever miſery deſerved weeping of eyes; ifever. 


lofle deſerved gnaſhing of ceeth; this is the | 
| P 3 milcry, 


dis in ignerm £terumner. Got yee curſed, into everls- | 


once ſaid the word, therecanbee no tarrying "IB 


roeeping awd wailing, and gnathing of teeth, For, it | 


log | 
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miſery, that they (hall nox viſe in the ludge- 
| menc;by which, they ſhall never come ro feerhe | 
blefled face of God; and thisisthe laſſe ; that | 
_ —_ not be ot the 10N of the 
hteous; by which they ſhall for ever be ex- 
t edfrom all ſociety with Saintyand Angels. 
Ahaſwerus asked Haman, Whet ſhould be dane to 
the wan,whom the King would bonony 8 and Hawes 
ſappoſivg himſclte ſhould be che many made 
| anſwer, The 4nd thus (all be ” wer bur 
| when the King appointed Afordecai to be the 
| man; andhimſcite the man to ſee it execured,; 
| Oh, whartorment, whatargutſh and vexation,, 
did then ſurpize the ſonle of Hemwas; tobe him- 
ſelfe thay baſely iwployed , and the man hee 
moſt corned, fo highly exalted? Such, and in- 
Gnicly greater, ſhall bethe torment and avguiſh 
of minde to the wicked ; when rifing to the 
ladgemene, they ſhall not riſe, in the Indge- 
ment ; bur they which fate before in the chaire 
of ſcorners; ſhall now be Korned themſelves; 
andto diſgrace them the more, God himfelte | 
ſhall rourne ſcorner ; 2s it is ſaid, God (ball kevgh 
thew to ſcore ; and bove them in 
And now ln the great men of the world, 
pleaſe themſelves; and e it a happincſle, 
that they can riſein honones, can riſe in riches 


i 
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| 
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whereof Chriſt ſhewed a patterne, to S*. Peter 


broken in pieces upon Racks and wheeles ; pur 
|all rogether; and confined upon one tnan, 


ſoule and why art thon ſo di(; 
this rifing there, will make ample amends, for 
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the ſolace of all the 
can afford, yet alas, what 1s all this, if they 


faile co be admicted into the Congregation of 
the Righreous ? : 
Thisriſing in [udgement, 1s that high glory, 


and Tehs, in his transfiguration ; ſo high, that 
they were faine to be carried up into a moun« 
caine to ſee ie; ſoglorious, thatit put them in- 
to extaſies ro behold it; and yer but the lower 
Region of this rifing neither : but when Saint 
Pawl was taken np into the third heaven xz where 
he might ſee much more than Peter and Iohs 
could fee upon the mountaine ; hee then ſaw 

ſo much glory as made him aftiqed ro ex- 
preſſe it; and conld not exprefle ic, bur by | 
affliftions , the afflitions of this life, are not 
worthy of the glory that ſhall be revealed, not 
all the aflitions of the Prophets; of whom it is 
ſaid, They were flowed ; they were ſawne - wot; 
were /ietwe with the ſword ; not all the afitions 
of the Martyrs, of whom ſome were broyled 
upon Gridirons ; ſome roſted upon Spirs ; fome 


yer can never make him worthy of the glory 
thac is to come. And how then, O my ſoule, 
canſt thou avoid the extaſie of Petey and /ohn, 
bar to thinke of this? how canſt chog give 
David cauſe to fay : Why art thou caſt downe, 0 my 
quicted within we 2 for 


nl 


good fellowſhip the world | 


alf ) 
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be a great fal},cobe laid low in the earth; 


i[quifttions | 


[ 


all the fallings that can be here; tor though ir | 
: where. 
| the wormes ſhall eare this fleſh of thine; yer ir 
will be a greater riſing, to be raiſed up into the 
mount, where thy body ſhall be made like ro 


| 


| mildnefſe, where the Lambe is the leader :- no. 


Chriſts glorious Body ; and though chon maiſt | 
ſay of thy ſelfe now, as Saint Pawtſaid : 0 wretch 
that T am, who ſhall deliver mee from this boJy 
deaths yet when the time of this rifing comes ; | 
ic ſhall be ſaid of thee; even of thee, O my | 
body; as was ſaid of Mordecai; Thus ſhall be done 
10 the man whom God will honour, | 


of | 


This Congregation of the Righteous ; isthat | 
new Hierwſa/em, of which it is ſaid ; Great and 


glorious things are ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. 
Great and glorious indeed ; for if weeconceive. 


in our mindes, the happineſle of a City, where 
there are millions of millions of Citizens; yer 
all, as loving mutually rogether,as David and 7o- 
j#sthan; where there is Holinefle, immaculate, 
Peace, inviolate; Joy, ineffable; Pleaſare, in» 
expreſiible : No time, but Eternity ; no Place, 

bur immentfity : no noiſe, bur of Muficke with 
ſongsof ABelsj4b : no ſicknefſe, but of love with 
ch? Spouſe in the Canticles : no motions, bur of 


words,but ot wonder. where the Angells are fi- 
lent; whereGod is Allin All; andalland every 
one in God; this Congregation, is that City : 
bur becauſe no tongue can ſo well expreſſe ir, as 
his, whoſe eyes did cleerely behold ir; heare 


'S*. bwin his owne words; God (bell wipe wy 
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| and the Larwbeſhall be the light thereof. Now there- 


{ «rt thou ſo diſquieted within'mee 5 har thoug 
| thou flie as a bird, to the monntaines > whar 


| in the wildernefſe; bur even for 106: deſpiſed- | 


red to ſerve a Prentiſhip here; ſo we may come | 


upon the 1. Pſalme. 


all teares from all eger, there ſhall be no more death 
weilther ſorrow, nor cryivg ;, neither ſhall there be any 
wore peine ; there ſhall be wo neede of the Suunt, nor 
of the Moone ; for the glory of God ſhall lighten it . 


fore, 0 ay ſoule, Why art thou caſt downe , and w 


though thou dwell a while in the Tenrs of 
Meſek 2 this Congregation will make amends 
for all; notonely for Jobs Beptifts deſolatenefle | 


— 


nefle on the dung-hill. We may well be conten-] 


to be free of this Ciry hereafter : here wee 
ſweepe Kennells, there ſhall weare Crownes: 
here we are milicant, there ſhallbetriamphanr: 
For Chriſt the crucified is our Captaine; and 
Godour glory. And now we may fee, there 
was noneed atall, why the Prophet ſhould ag- 
gravate the hell ofthe damned, by adding their | 
ſenſe of paine; ſeeing no bottome of hell can | 
be ſodeepe as this, tobe barred for ever, from 
chis riſing in Indgement;z and tobe excluded 
for ever, from this Congregation of the Righ- | 
reous. And ſo all this goes on upon the ſcore 
ſtill; co make up the full meaſures of the blefſed- | 
nefle of the godly; and of the miſery of the 
wicked, that no Art can ſhew Principles ſoir- | 
refragable, Poſitions ſo infallible, as theſe of | - 
the Prophet; 4 godly mas is bleſſed, A wicked | 
e348 3s miſerable. | 
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E | But how happens this ſaddenalterarion in the 
Prophet? hewas © reſervedarfirſt, and made' 
ſo dainty but onely roname a Righteons man ; | 

that hee would nor doe it,' thoagh it werero 
| bring him to inhericbl:flednefſe ; and now oft 
| [a ſadden,he bringsthem inby troopes; awhole 
Congregationot theRighreoas at once 2 Is it 
| 
| 


1-4 


| not, that hedurſt nor preſanieto uſe the name! 
of Righteous rill it were firſtderermined of in 
| the Indgement ?' and cill chey had their ſtarior: 
 affipned chematnongſtthr Saints? not only be-/ 
cane it cannot tiiſrhen be knowne wherher any 
ſuch Title be due or no; (for who ktiew 14s | 
for any other than -an holy Apoſtle ; tilt Chriſt 
diſcovered him'tobe a Traitor? | Or who knew | 
the: ſeverithoufand thar bowed noe their knees 
to: Baaly'to be no Idolaters; till God, by his 
ard movmrare adechem knowne to Efer 2) but 
e indeed; thename of Righteous, can by 
norightbe given to any, tillthey be rryed, and 
have their approbation in the Tadgement : to 
- make us know, that righteouſneſſe ſtands not fo 
"0 much in merir, as in acceprance;; and thongt 
| many may be ſo qualified, by delighring in che 
| , TLaw of God, asroinhericblefſednefſe, yer till 
by che Indge, they be pronounced Righteous, 


| they cannot rightly claimie che Title:and there: | 
| fore David, who is no Herald to decide mens | 
| Titlesz would not uſe aſtile, char mightnor be 
due; andas little would detraQt from je, being 

| All the Prophet hath hithertofaid  feemes 
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upon the 1» Palme. | | us 


co bebar bare affirmations, only words that we - 
muſt rake upon his word ; but now comes in a} 
wordot authority; thisrationall particle, (for, 

or becauſe)alictle word,but of great command; 
which in all this Palme, hath nor been ſeene rill/ | 
now, and now, that it 18 come ; we cannot well| | 


he 


cell, why it is come : we know it brings a reaſon | 
with it; but cannot eaſily finde, where this rea- 
ſon ſhould lie. For, if we take the reaſon, as ir 
[ ſeemescolie ; the ungodly (hall not riſe in the 
 Indgment;becauſe God knoweth the way ofthe] | 
Righteous ; is it not as unreaſonable a reaſon, as| 
ifone ſhould ſay;a MalefaQtor ſhall be puniſhed, | 
becauſe the Iudge knowethanother to be an ho- 
neſt man? and who would ever looke for ſach a | 
blind reaſon froma Prophet? Burt is it nor, that | 
| 


the Prophet hath a | opinion of our under- | 
ſtanding', and therefore truſts us to ſupply that, 
which by the Law ofcontraries, may plainly,or 
rather muſt neceſſarily be inferred? for having 
ſaid ; therefore the ungodly ſhall not riſe in the | 
[udgement; norbe ofthe Congregation of the | 
Righteons; he leaves us to ſupply, therefore the | 
godly ſhall riſe in che Tadgement, and make a 
| Congregation by themſelyes; and then the rea- | 
ſon ſtands ready,to tell wherefore; Forthe Lord | 
kneweth the way of the Righteous. 
But if this be a reaſon, to. make the godly riſe | 
in the Tadgement ; becanſe God knoweth their 
way;why is it not then, as well a reaſon, to make 
che ungodly to riſe in the Indgement, ſeeing 
wee are ſure, that God knowes their waie as | 
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| well? and it Gods knowing the way of the righ- 
| reous, be a ſufficient cauſe to exclude the wic- 
ked; why is not his knowing the way of the 
| wicked,as ſufficient a cauſe ro exclude the Righ- 
reous? Here, perhaps, we muſt be faine to doe, 
as Aſtronomers feigne ro doe ; make uſe of cer- 
raine Phenomens;not thar ſuch rhings be indeed, | 
but that wee may conceiverhem tobe ; for the | | 
better helping of our capacities, As to conceive | 
that there is in God , (as to the purpoſe here) a 
ewofold kind of knowledge: Scientiacogsitionis, 
&- ſcientia diguationi ;, that, common to God 
wich men;rhis, proper to God alone; thar, ſimple 
and without influence or operation; this opera- 
tive, and bringing bleſſings with it. In ſciewtis 
Cognitiowis,God knowes the wicked ſo well;thar 
makes him ſay, Is ſcientis dignations, he knowes 
| them nor; bur his ſcie#tis digsatiosis,is as alinke, | 
that drawes with it the whole chaine of Gods 
{ goodnefle; for, whom hee knowes, he regards ; 
whom he regards, he preferves , whom he pre- 
{ ſerves, he bleſſes;and with this kind of knowing, 
God knowes none but the Righteous; and 
| therefore none burthe righteous can have theſe | 
bleſſings, to riſe in the Indgement, and to be 
made a member of the Congregation of the 
 Righteons. And now the Prophers reaſon is 
found where it lies; The godly ſhall riſe in the | 
Indgement, becauſe God knowes their way, 7s 
[ciemia dignationir;bur the oy ſhall nor riſe 
inthe Iadgemenc; nor beof the Congregation | 
| cheRighreons; becauſe, althongh God know | 


7 cheir 
eee _ — —_—_ 


— 


—_—— 


——_ 


| 


ll. tt. A... alli... lit 


Py 


—_ + —— 


ſ 


upon the 1. Pſalme. 
their way in his ſcieniia Cogmitionis; yetin his ſci- 
| entis Diguationis, he know«s$ irnor. | 
But did not the Propher give a ſufficient rea- | 
| ſon before, why the godly (hal riſe in the Iudge- 
| ment, and make acongregation by themlelyes , 
when he ſaid; Thezare like 6 tree? ſeeing a tree 
hath boughes and branches aſpiring towards 
heaven ; united in one roote, and making one 
body? bur this perhaps, as being bur areaſon | 
drawn from the ſ1milicude; the Prophet counts 
bue a ſimilitude of a reaſoa, & takes it bur upon 
a liking ; the true reaſon, and which he inſiſts 
upon, isthis, which hee alledgeth here: For 
the Lord knaweth the w.y of the righteous, For this 
| indeed, is the true reaſon of all the bleſſings, 
chat are or eyer ſhall be to thegodly ; all their 
praiſes that went before ; Their delightiug inthe 
Law of God ;, their exerciſung themſelves in it ; and | 
whatſoever elſe , they are good conditionsne- | 
ceffarily required in them that muſt make this 
congregation; but the true cauſe and reaſon of 
making ic, is this which the Prophet brings 
here ; becauſe the Lord knoweth the way of the righ- 
teour. For though it were a good likely reaſon, 
to ſay, The godly ſhall riſe 1n the judgement ; 
and make a congregation by themſelyes : be- 
| cauſe They are like 4 tree, yet it may be asked, 
what makes them like a Tree ? Godlineſiz in- 
deed procures them to bee made like a Tree; 
but what makes them ? For that which: makes 
a thing, is a ſaperjour cauſe, tothat which pro- 
| cures ic,to bee made: and this ſuperiourcauſe, 


—_—_ a 


| 


— 


CO 


—— 


——_— SB 


Pe II_W 


4 


wt. 


— ———— EC —_ 


—_ ___ __ 4 


n8. 


the Propher alleadgeth here;For the Lord hnoweth 
the way 
ly reaſon to ſay; The ungodly ſhallnot be of the! 


| why the ungodly can never come to bee of the 
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ing nothing, ſeemes to acknowledge , there is 


| theſe waies ? and to make ſure worke, that 


| whichis his deſtroying : and though Gods In- 
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of the righteous. And though it were a like- 


congregation of the righteons; becauſe they are 
like to chofſe , which the wind ſcatters; yet ic may 
be asked, wharmakes them like co chaffe > Wic- 
kednefſe indeed, procures. them to bee made 
like chaffe ; but what makes them ? Here the 
Prophet is ſilent, and ſaies nothing; and by ſay- 


nothing tobe ſaid; wickedneſſe both procures 
them'to be made like chaffe ; and makes them 
like chaffe ; they are both their owne raine. 
and their owne ruinouſneſſe ; God in this 
kinde , hath no hand at all in ic; it is all their 
owne doing ; 'Perditio tus ex teO Iſrael, 

And may not areaſon alſo be conceived thus, 


congregation of the 


teans ; becanſe the 
n y andthe righteous, goe two contrary | 
wates : the righteous goe a way , that God 
knowes; and the wicked goe a way that God 
deſtroyes : and ſeeing theſe waies can never 
meete : how ſhould the men meete that goe 


they ſhall never meere indeed; the Prophet ex- 


inke of the chaine of Gods goodnefſe, which 


\4mmge the way of the righteous, by the firſt | 


bs his knowledge ; bur expreſiech the way of 
the wicked; by che laſt linke of Gods Iuſtice, 


—————— 


ſtice and his mercy doe often meete ; and are 
CON» 


— 
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| fare he cari never know us. Or is it, that the 


| bur. the way of the righteous . perhaps leaſt men, 


Rs 


| upon the I, Palme. 


ſtroying, till God be heard to ſay, Neſcio vos : 
and Neſſio vos, Im God; and Gods know- 
ledge, can certainely never poſitbly meere to- 
gether. 
But why doth the Prophet 
knoweth the nay of t e righteow; and Gaieh not ra- 
ther, The Lordknowethrhe righteous 2 ? why 
faith hee ; The way of the wngodly hall periſh : and 
ſaith not rather, The angodly ſhall periſh ? Is 
ic nor, that hee faithnor, The Lind knoweth 
the righteous; becanſe in another phe ir is 
faid, T here are none fieeb for him to + bat hee 
knoweth the way == ri 94g wher is this 
way, bat he ch faid, Ego ow $14, verMas, 
vita; Tam the way, the trwr ,and the lift? andrhe 
Propher might well ſry, chac-God ktroweth 
this way, ſeeing Chriſt faith; that none know- 
(echi ir, buthe, Nowe knowet meth 3he Father. but the 
Soane: aud nome knoweth the Sonne, but the Father. 
Bur what is this tous > -That if we be engraf- 


| 


red into Chriſt, whois rhis way; then God in 
knowing this way, knowes us that are engraf- 
red in this way ; ard this way indeed muſt 
God know us, or not know as ar alf; for if he| 
know us not in Chriſt; in onr ſelves, wee are 


Prophet ſaith nor,God knowerh the righreovs:,| 


for doing one or two good deedes, in all their 


contiguous one to another . yet the firſt linke 
of his Mercy; and the laſt linke of his Iuſtices 
can never meete + For it never comes to de- 


ſay ; The Lord 


lifes K 
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| 


life, ſhould claime to bee righteous; ahd for 


| 


| 
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ſuch righteoulſneſle, claime acquainrance with 
God ; and (o indeed, God might haye acquain- | 
rance enow : ſeeing no man isſo wicked, but | 
hee may ſometimes have good thoughts; and} 
doe good deeds: but this will not ſerve: ie muſt 
beea way of righteouſnefſe , before God will 
know it. Abrehem had forſaken his Countrey, | 
and ſacrificed his onely ſonne, with his owne| 
hands4 in obedience to God : before God came} 
ro ſay of him, nwzc cogecns te; and therefore it! 
15not a turneor two that will ſerye the turne; } 
it muſt be an exerciſing, day and night; a con- | 
tinuall walking in the Law of God, that muſt 

make ita way, for God ro know. Indeed this 


pO = > — 


way, is ſomething of a ſtrange condition ; for 


make it a way; and ſometimes againe, a turne 
or two will doe it. Sometimes the giving of all 
a mans goouds to the poore ; will doe but poore 
good : and ſomerimesthe giving, but of a ſmall 


| 


che giving ones body tobee burne, will haye 
{ but cold entertainement ; and ſometimes 
the giving but a cup of cold water, ſhall bee 


i. 


ked long .in acourſe of godlinefle ; and: yer 
with all he could does hee could not make ir 
a way, for God toknow : where the Thiefe 


on the Croſſe, ferched, as I may ſay, but a turne 


ſomerimes, much and long walking, will not } 


mite, will have no ſmall might in ic : ſometimes | 


| counted a hot ſervice.Sexl ſeemes to have wal- | 


| 


ON Teen” 


— 


labour ; and he made ſucha way of righteouſ- 
oe, char Chriſt preſently knew it; and rooke 
norice 
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. pang z and not thewey of the nngodly 
av 


God preſently knowes it; and knowing it,de- 


; upon the 1, Palme. 
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BY. 


notice of ic. It ſcemes the matter is all, wich 
what feere we walke : for if we walke, with che 
feere of the body onely : (if there be noother 
goodnefſ2 in our good deed, but onely the 
outward a&t of doing 'it ) wee may walke 
long enough, before we make it a way of righ- | 
reonſnefle for God to know ; but if wee e 
with the feerof our hearts; (in faith and love) 
then, perhaps, ſmall walking may ſometimes 
ſerve - for the heart indeed, is a hard treadder; 
ic leaves prints behinde, that will not eafly be 
gotten our ; and with theſe feere of the hearr, 
che good Thiefe walked; orelſe,he conld ne- 
ver have made a way of righreouſnefſe , for 
Chriſt coknow, upon ſuch a ſuddaine, as hee 
did. Howſoever, when ir is once made a way , 
wherher wich much walking, or with lictle, yer 


lighes in it; and as in the garden of Eges, will 


walkein ic himſelfe;and then indeed,iewillbe a | 


fall meaſure of blefſednefſe;prefſing downezand 
running over: For if Is the preſence of God, there 
be fulne/[e of icy for evermore: how preſſing downe; 
how running over, muſt that joy he ; where we 
enjoy his preſence, not onely as walking by as; 
bur as walking in ns? 
Andif the Prophet had ſaid,the ungodly ſhall 
; ic would 

e made ns all afraid; we could hardly have 
found eighe perſons to put into Negbs Arke : 
for the beſt that are, havea ſpice of ungodli- 


nefſe , enough to taint them, with the name of 
: R 


. — 


nngodly | 
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ungodly ; bur chizis che meaſare of Gads mer- 
cy; preſſing dawne,and running over; that he 
will nox ſuffer ic to be a way of periſhing, un- 


Icfſc it be a way of ungodlinefle firſt. And here 


the quay pe this comfort by che way s 
 charirisnor, t ir {ippingy, or tre ling awry ; 
which may beby ignorance, orjofirmiry; char 


can make with God, this ſhipwracke of peri- 
(hing : it muſt bee a way of ungodlineſle , 
which is not pſually made withone much wal- 
king and exerciſing * without reſolute jntenti- 
ons and endeavours; withour ſer purpoſes, and 
perſiſtings; tharif a man be fare he is free from 
ear Fr may then be confident, he is ſafe from 
pe 

and the way of the righteous bee very uplike ; 
er they arelike in this ; that this way alſo, is 
not wade ſamerimes with much walking : and 
ſometimes againe, it is made wich a torne 
or two : for David walked in adylcery,and mur- 
cher,a whole yeare together : and yet it made 
nota way of periſhing; becauſe hee had the 
| reares of repentance, 19 waſh away the prints 
{ of the ws, twp: andcharity tocover them. But 
| Isdas walked bur aturne or two; for any thing 
|weknow; andit made a way, : that made a- 


|with repentance, norcoveredit with charicy, 
| Howſoever the way bee made with much wal- 


bperiſhing 4 all the world cannar ave bim; be 
| ſhall 


ing. And though this way ofthe ungodly, 


| way himſelfe ; becauſe hee neither waſhed ir | 


| king, or wich lictle; yetif ance itcame to be | 
| a way of gogodlineſſe; there is noway-then bur 


_ 


Co 


| ſhall never be forgiven in 1 chis world , nor in 
che world to come. And here againe is the 
mealure of Gods Iuſticez prefiiag downe, and 
runningover; prefſhing becaule it preſ- 
ſerh downe, ro the bortome of the bottomleſſe 
pit; and running overs |becanſe it runnes for 
ever, For thenrhe way of the ungodly is laid 
to periſh ; when there is no way left to ſave 
them from periſhing : for ſuch and ſo deſpe- 
rate, is the ſtare of che ungadly , in the ſtate 
of nngodlineſſe -; char no way is lefr them, .ci- 
ther for helpe, or hope: For wherein ,. fhonld 
they hope for helpe 2 Compaſſion will nor 
helpe them, for The Loyd will levgh therwt0 ſcorwe, 
iwhis bigh diſpleaſure. Mediation wull not helpe 
them ; \for God hath ſworne ; though Noe4, 

Dowel "and T0b ſhould (peoke- for thew, yet he avi wot 
beare them, Time will nothelpe:them ; for #hey 
ſhabperifh everliftingly.Place wil not helpe chem, 

for they ſhall fall into @ bottomeleſſe fe pit Dent will 
nothelperhem; for they ſhall call for death, and 
#t tall flee from thew ;, that they may live to be tor- 
mented with the worme that meoer the. Andhere 
now, for very pirties ſake, ler me purtall poore 
| foulesin minde ; that they bee carefull ro re- 

| member char warning of Chriſt, Agree with thise 
| *dverſery, while thow art Ia theway: tor whiles we 
are inthe way; there are waies lefr, tokeepe 
us fromperiſhing ; There isa-way of corpal- 
fion; For God delight wot iovke denn; 
| but thank ſhouts Fartyaayand ri wickedneſſe awd ljve, 


Thereis away of Mediation; not of the men 
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Dasizt 3nd 1:5: but of the Mediatonr betweene G 04 
and Man, Chriſt ieſws. There is a way of re- 
,penrance ; for if « ſnzer repent him of bis fiance , 
God will put away bis finne ont of his remen- 
brance. But if it once come to this, that the 


isnothing left, bur woe upon woe 7 no way 
lefr for helpe : no way left of hope ; nothing 
robe talktof , nothing to be thoughc of; bur 
 periſhing ; not onely whilſt the world en 
dures ; bur not when the world it felfe (hall 
periſh. 

The Prophet gave a good reaſon before, why 
| there ſhall be a.congregacion of the righteous ; 
becauſe God kwoweth the way of the rightcow ; bur 
| why would he give noreaſon here,why the way 
| i wpgodhy (ball periſh ?' For to draw a reaſon 
from the law of contraries ; as to ſay; Bec:uſe 
God knoweth not che way of 'the ungodly ; 
will not ſerve: for Gods knowing, may well be 
aſtrong reaſon ; ſeeing it 18a ſtrong cauſe - a 
cauſe that is operative ; and that ro-many de- 
grees: For whom God knowes, hee regards ; 
whom hee regards, hee preſerves; whom hee 
preſerves, he blefles: but what cauſe can Gods 
not knowing be? tor what operation can be in 
a Nezartive 2 yerſoirtis ; Godsnot knowing, 


nor, he regards not ; whom he regardsnor, he 
| Preſerves not; and whom hee preſerves nor, 


And: the Prophet had great reaſon to give a 
If | 


way of the wngodly dor periſh; alaſſe then, there | 


| 


workes by not working : for whom he knowes 


| 


chey preſently fall, and periſhof chemſelves. 


reaſon 


* 
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upon the 1. Palme, 
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, | reaſon there, becauſe it was an EffeR, thar 
needed a caule ; but hee had noreaſun to give a 


C— 


; 


cauſe , withour a cauſe Efficienc, though not 
Deficient: and why then ſhould hee give area- 
ſon, why the ungodly ſhall periſh; ſeeing God 
not knowing them; there can be no reaſon 
given, why they ſhould not periſh. 


periſh;the wicked rake occaſion by theſe words, 
roconceive a hope,as wicked, as fooliſh ; that if 
the way ofthe ungodly ſhall pcriſh;then the un- 
godly ſhall have no way to ſtandin, andif they 
have no place to be in; then they ſhall be no 
where; and if they beno where,then they ſhall! 
not be at all;which is as much as they defire : for 
[ic never troubles them, not to beatall; ſothey 
may be ſure,not to be troubled ar all. Bur this 
is a conceit,not onely vaine, but wicked ; for by 
periſhing, isnot meant, an utter annihilacing, 
[and diffolving intonothing; bur they are then 

ſaid ro periſh, when they are forſaken of God; 
| and delivered over into the hand of Satan. For 
when the Indgementis once paſt, amd the chaffe 
ſeparated from the Wheate then there ſhall be 
anew heaven, and a new earth, but the old 
Hell Chall concirue (till ; and there che nngodly, 
and their way ſhall lie; For inthe new earth, 
there ſhall be no way, for eicher the ungodly, 
to walke in, or for finners to ſtand in; bur all, 
| ſhallbe Holy ground; and nofeete ſhall walke, 


reaſon here ; becauſe it is an Effe&t, wirhour a 


| Whenirisſaid, The way of the ungodly ſhall 
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| 


or ſtand there; bur ſuch onely, as have pot off | 
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the ſhooes of corruption ; or rather indeede, as 1 
have pur on the ſhooes of i incorruption, 
"| TheProphetinthe beginning of his Pſa!me, | 
noted in rhe wicked, a triplicity of ſmninng 
wo Nt he che counſell of the angodly ; ftand- 
e way of ſinners; and firring in the 
ie of ſcorners; and here in the endofhis 
Pſalme, heenioterh a triplicity of their punifh- 
ments; They ſhall corriſe in Tudgement , they 
{hall ior ſtand inthe congregarion of the Righ- 
teous; and their way ſhall periſh: and it may 
be thought, when the ſcorners heard; they 
ſhould not riſe in the Tadgement ; this never 
croubled them, for they care not for rifirg':; 
chey are wellenough as they are; they have a 
chaire to fat in, and chey ſcorneto riſe. And 
'when the ſinners heard, they ſhould nior ſtand 
inthe Congregation of the Righteots; this did 
'normuch move them tieither: for they like bet- 
ter, tobe by chemſelves, inthe way of finners ; 
thanbe bound ro keep compatiy with ſach pre- 
ciſe fellowes : but when the ungodly heare, 
[ear their way ſhall periſh, and thar they ſhall 
[nor have tlinz way to walke in; "this {trikes 
them dead; their heatts are cleane done - and 
now would they be begging of 4br6ham,to ſend 
{cory ro their fathers houfe, 'ro warne their 
iends from following their courſes, for feare of 
curſes. 
nd may it not now be truely ſaid, that the 
'Propher bath performed both his prixes, 'rothe 
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full? for as before, he did not Teave a godly tnan, 
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| cit he had braughc him coreceive his portion in 
heayen; ſanow,he hath not lefr a wicked man, 
Ws bach bror brought him to peceive his portion 
or, the wic 7 have a portion too; 
« ca, they were better be withour ric 432 miſe- 
' |rable portion, to have milery fora portion ; yet 
ſothe Propher in another place calls it ; this is 
their portion ; Fire and Brimſtone ; and a ftoreny 
Tempeſt. And now we may indeed ſay,the Pro- 
phert hath well ended his taske ; and wee might 
ay, happily ; bur that he ends it miſerably : for 
he hath delivered his Pſalme,as i it were, in a tra» 
ogicall forme; making it to beginne with bleſ- 
ſednefle , and toend with periſhing ; but yet he 
hath ſo framed it; that we may eaſily reduce it, 
by helpe of the Law of contraries , into a more 
| Comicall forme (if1 mayſo ſpeake) making ic 
to begin with miſery ; and toend with bleſſed- 
neſfſe:and this perhaps, will be a forme more ca- | 
pable of a Plaudite from our hands; and of an Io 
Pe.1n,from our toungs; and may thus be framed; 
Miſerable and wretched arethe men, that have 
walked in the counſeſlof the ungodly; and have 
ſtood in the w»y of ſinners ; and have fate in the 
chaire of ſcorners ; bur have no delight in the 
Law of the Lord ; Tor in his Law will exerciſe| 
themſelyes, either day or night : and they ſhall 
be like to chaffe, which the wind ſcatters, The! 
] godly are not ſo; but they are like a tree, plan- 
redby the waters fide z which will give its fruir 
[inits - rag the leafesallo ſhall not wither; and 


whatſoever they doe,ic ſhall proſper. —_ { 
the 
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the 


ly ſhall riſe inthe Indgement; and (par- 


ced from the wicked) (hall make a Congregati- 
on by themſelves : For, the Lord kwoweth not the 
way of the wicked, and the way of the godly (ball 
be eſtabliſhed, 


